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ACADEMIC IMPROVEMENT IN COLLEGES 
В. М, BHATTACHARYA ` 


This question should Бе discussed in its proper historical background 
and the particular history that I have in mind is the history of movement 
led by West. Bengal College and University Teachers’ Association 
(previously known as All.Bengal College and University Teachers’ 
Association) during the last 35 years. Prior to Independence one of 
the major questions before the association was that of democratisation 
of collegiate education. Тһе Association had noticed that there was 
asort of class division between the educational facilities available to the 
students of Government colleges and similar facilities available to students 
of other colleges. The Association felt that this was improper, for 
equal educational opportunities must be made available to all the students 
of the country which claims to be democratic. It was a healthy demo- - 
cratic trend but did not go far in as much as this view failed to take 
account of the fact that in those days hardly 5 percent of the boys and 
girls belonging to 16-20 age group could enter any college at all. Italso 
failed to take account of the othér fact that more than 80 percent of the 
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people of country was illiterate at that time. Still within its own jurisdic- 
tion ie. college-going population, the association took a democratic 
and anti-elitist attitude. The elitist attitude in education calls for some 
elucidation and elaboration, for it persists even today. Тһе students 
of Government colleges not only enjoyed better educational facilities but 
they also had extensive opportunities for more lucrative jobs. Educated 


unemployment was quite unknown to the students of these colleges. - 


The students of non-government colleges on the other hand had lesser 
educational facilities, suffered from a sense оҒ inferiority complex, were 
treated as outcastes in the area of higher services such as ICS, IPS, 
` Judicial Services еіс. Тһе phenomenon of educated чачады -was 
strictly limited to this group of students. 


But even more than the infeiority complex of the students of non- . 
government colleges which was deplorable, the students of government © 


colleges developed a psychological perversion based on a false sense of 


superiority which was simply obnoxious. I have seen traces of this. 


perversion in .my own career. In college teachers’ room or in a 
university lounge a young teacher may have made an excellent impression 
by his -participation in a certain seminar or debate. A senior colleague 


may feel drawn towards the younger colleague because of the brilliance | 


he has shown. Suppose that the senior colleague belongs to the 
Presidency College elite and in my view the Presidency College group 
constitutes “ап elite among the elitists i.e. a super-elite. Having felt 
drawn towards the young man after initial exchange of pleasantry the 
senior. colleague is likely to make enquiries about the schools and 
colleges where the younger colleague may have had his education. Ifin 
the process he comes to learn that.the younger colleague matriculated 
from one of the district schools and graduated from one of the insigni- 
ficant colleges in Calcutta such as City, Ripon, Bangabashi or Vidyasagar, 
the conversation would proceed no longer. On the part of the senior 
colleague, the Presidency elite, brows woüld not be raised just to indicate 
that would not be very polite, the shoulders would just suggest a shrug 
. without any definite movement and a benign smile would close his lips 
indicating that no further conversation is called for. He has found out 
what he wanted to and it confirmed the old adage that all that glitters 
is not gold. By timely ending the conversation without appearing to 
be impolite he has just saved: himself from mistaking a piece of glass 
for one of diamond. 

However, in spite of real democratic thinking of the association 
it failed to suggest the ways of democratisation of the collegiate education 
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system. The records of the association during the years 1945 to 1950 
would show that sometimes at its annual conference the association 
called for nationalization of collegiate education, meaning thereby that 
all colleges should be taken over by the Government. But when the 
fact that teachers in Government colleges were put under various 
pressures interfering with their civil and democratic liberties was taken 
into account, the association at a subsequent conference may have passed 
“а resolution demanding de-nationlization . of collegiate education, 
meaning thereby that even Government colleges should be brought under 
public control. 
As this situation was continuing, on the morrow of iiid 

the Radhakrishnan Commission of enquiry into University education 
was formed at the iniative. of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. This commission 
submitted its report perhaps in 1948 or 1949. This was quickly followed 
by the Mudaliar Commission of enquiry into conditions of secondary 
education in India and finally there was the Kothari Commission of 
enquiry into education in all its stages in India. The réport of these three 
-commissions was іп а completely different direction and in the opinion 
of the.present author the new direction is not quite desirable. The 
Kothari Commission report has many commendable features such as its 
stand on the place of language study at the degree stage. But the same 
report is perhaps more responsible than any othor single document for. 
introducing wrong priorities in education. After ‘paying lip service to 
universal primary education the report makes two very tetnpting 
: recommendations : 

(1) to establish a few centres of келше їп {һе academic 

life of India and 
(ii) to attain international academic standard as d as 
possible say in 10 years’ time. 

Both these recommendations are fascinating on the face of it but contain 
underneath certain undesirable features. The first recommendation 
would further srengthen the elitist trend in education and that is exactly 
what has happened. There are more public schools and English medium 
-schools in India after independence than before it. Indians occupying 
top positions in different walks of life such as industry, banking, 
Government services like IAS, IPS and even political leaders are sending 
their children to those schools. Centres of excellence have been 
established such as several LI.T.'s and many institutes of research such 
as Simla Institute etc. Centres of advanced study in different disciplines 
haye been established at different universites. 
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The primary objective of universalising primary education and 
removal of illiteracy continued to be neglected and even after more than 
30 years of independence about 70 percent of the people remain illiterate. 
To seek to achieve international standards on this very narrow basis is 
bound to flounder. Of the 30 percent literates nearly 29 percent remain 
outside the centres of excellence. Can one seriously except to attain 
anything like international standard basing oneself upon only 1 percent 
of the student population ? The fiasco of our space research programme 
beginning with Aryabhata I and ending with Bhaskara II is an evidence 
to the point. 

Тһе incongruence . between our search for talent of international 
standard and. severe restriction of the base of education will be brought 
out by the following story. .Professor A. S. Galliulin, a professor of 

. Mechanics in the Patrick Lumumba University of Moscow, is a wellknown 
specialist in his field (Theoretical Mechanic) and is counted among the best 
half a dozen scientists in this area in the Soviet Union. I had the good ` 
fortune of being a guest in his house fora day. His 90 years old mother 
was still alive but completely deaf. Тһе Galliulins come from a Georgian 
peasant family. With some pride Professor Galliulin pointed. to his 
mother and said, “Му mother is 90 years old, completely deaf and totally 
iliterate. My father who is no more was also totally illiterate. My wife 
is ап engineer. I have two children—a son and a daughter: The son will 
soon become an engineer. too and the daughter a doctor.” He concluded 
by saying “But for the October Revolution myself and my family would 

also have remained illiterate.” 


I referred to this story in several-of my talks on education but people 


with an elitist mental make-up consciously or unconsciously do not like ~ 


being reminded of the cultural potentialities of the oppressed classes of the 
society, for this calls into question their own imaginary monopoly of talent. 
After one of my recent speeches in South Calcutta one of my friends 
told-me, as objectively as he could, that I had repeated that story before. 
I could read his impatience in the comment. To such I would like to tell 
that Galliulin is not an exception but a symbol and give them yet another 
story. This time it is Konstantin Mikhailovich Semeonov who passed 
away on August 28, 1979. The story is ‘taken from the obituary notice 
published in The Statesman, Calcutta. Born in 1915 at Tver (now Kalinin) 
he began his life as а metal-cutter. Не had his education in the evening 
classes 'of the Gorky Literary Institute in Moscow. Later on he becamé 
а journalist representing The Red Star and the Pravda on almost all the 
fronts of World War П. Не also wrote poems, short ‘stories, plays and 
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novels. ‘Wait for‘me’ is one of his famous poems. Three of his plays 
including ‘The Russian People’ have been produced in England and 


America. He was thrice awarded the order of Lenin for his contribution 
to Russian literature. 


The moral of the Semeonov story is the same as that of the Galliulin 
one. But for the October Revolution Semeonov would have ended his 
life as a metal-cutter. Ido not have the least wish to underestimate the 
role or the nobility of the profession of a metal-cutter. Т have seen for 
myself the great pride which the Russian working people take in their 
belonging to the working class.. They are fully conscious of their belong- 
ing to the working class. They are fully conscious of their role as the 
only leading class in the modern society particularly in the present era 
of transition from capitalism to socialism and then to communism. The 
intelligentsia can play its historical role only in so far as it can operate at 
the same wavelength with the proletariat. 


Still there is no gainsaying the fact that Konastantin’s talent lay in 
literature and not in metal-cutting and springing from the working class 
he had no difficulty in identifying the proper wavelength for his literary 
activities. These two factors together led to a complete fruition of his 
talent, which, however, could not be discovered except through the 
October Revolution which brought in its wake not only complete liberation 
of the working people from exploitation but also universal literacy and 
equal educational opportunities for all. 


Nearly 70 percent of the total population of India who are illiterate 
are awaiting their October Revelution for the discovery of their talent. 
This does not, of course, mean that before a complete social revolution 
nothing positive can be done. I am one of those who firmly believe that 
even within the limitation of a bourgeois-landlord society something 
positive can be done, if even at the State level there is a government which 
‘can identify its interest with those of the vast majority of the exploited 
people. At present there is such a Government in West Bengal. In the 
rural economic sphere it has already identified the proper wavelength of 

_the movement of the vast majority of the exploited people. In this State 
with this identification it should not be difficult to bring about specific 
changes in the field of education also. Only the priorities have to be 
fixed up properly. The present order of priority namely international 
‘standard, centres of excellence, universal education is totally wrong. The 
proper order should be universal primary education, abolition of the elitist 
trend in all stages of education, equal opportunities for all students and 
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search for talent on the basis of the superier intrinsic ability of the student, 
not on the bank balance of his parents. One of the tasks of the 
intelligentsia is to find out traces of elitism wherever these may be found, | 
make people conscious about their existence and their harmful role and 
thus prepare the ground for their total removal. 


Given everything as it is, even such a simple measure as restoration 
` of normal working conditions in schools, colleges and universities would 
.goalong way in the improvement of our academic life, It is common 
knowledge fhat in the recent past in West Bengal such conditions were 
deliberately disturbed by parties and elements whose. interests were 
anything but academic. | ' 


SPEECH BY PROFESSOR R. K. PODDAR 
AT THE INSTALLATION DINNER MEETING 
^ ' OF THE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL, 
` ASANSOL ON JULY, 8, 1980 


| Mr. President, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thank you very much for inviting us to your Dinner. I do appteciate 
your gesture. In the the traditional Indian ethos, the worlds of the two 
goddesses, Laxmi and Saraswati are supposed to be in perpetual conflict. 
You, the votaries of Laxmi and captains of trade, commerce and industry 
have been very kind to invite us, the relatively poor desciples of Saraswati 
engaged in rearing up the teachers, scientists, technologists and adminis- 
trators for the country. This fact signifies the welcome trend that such 
outdated conflicts no longer exist in our land or are on their way out. 


- Та today’s world it is both childish and suicidal to imagine that any 
country can make all round socio-economic development by relying on 
| foreign help without а sound educational апа R & D system of its own. 
On a superficial plane it may appear that we in India are perhaps follow- . 
ing the right path since our independence. During the last three decades 
we have moved to the eighth position among the industrially developed 
. countries and we have the third largest number of scientists, engineers 
and technologists: Machines, goods and services that India is now 
producing were unimaginable at the time of India's independence. 


Lest this picture generate an all-deserved euphoria, we must also 
remember that the total number of illiterates who still comprise about 
70% of our population have increased and the majority of our people 
still live below the poverty line. Glaring disparities in the distribution of 
incomes and wealth have increased, in spite of our wishes to the contrary. 
A large part of our economic activity is under the grip of *'black money” 
encouraging unproductive investments іп land, gold, ostentatious living, 
smuggling and such other corrupt and socially undesireable practices all 
over the.country. Thus one cannot escape the conclusion that on the 
one hand we have achieved very .significant development while on the 
other, the: quantum and the quality of such development has been much 
less than adequate and failed to satisfy the minimum needs of the people 
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for food, shelter, education, health and environment. Тһе question *why 
are we in this sorry mess ?" is being debated all these years by pundits 
and experts both inside and outside the Planning Commission who 
obviously do not agree about the answer. Evérybody,—an expert ora 
lay man—however, agrees that our: major dévelopmental policiés have 
not been correct sincé e the орен of the Chinese people are too vivid 
to ignore. : 


Then where have we gone wrong? At the risk of being controversial, 
Ido believe that we have not followed the patli of self-reliance with 
‘hecéssary zeal:and détermination. Ву self-réliance I do not mean that we 
‘should close our doors arid stop all kinds of imports of machines and 
ideàs. ` That would be too simplistic and quixotic. Real méaning of self- 
feliance should е the broadest possible national effort to satisfy the 
-minimtim feeds of our people utilising our own natural resources, raw 
materials and our own skill and dedication. Imports of machines and 
technologies, if necéssary, must supplement, but not obstruct, the pursuit 
of this central objective. 


We feel that things have not been happening that way. For 
example; ме neglectéd our huge réservé- of coal for thé lure of cheap 
imported petroleum -which have row been too dear to almost break ойг 
national economy. If'in thé 1940’s and 1950% we had decided, as 
Professor J. C. Ghosh recommended, to modernisé our: coal mines, build 
superthermal. powér stations and develop coal-based chemical plants, 
India’s industrial landscape to-day would have been completely different. 
The Power crisis and transport bottleneck would ‘not have held the country 
at ransom. Let us remember in this connection how tremendously the . 
Soviet Union has pogressed following Lenin’s prophetic dictum that the 
communism equals the Soviet power plus electrification of the whole 
country. 


Ог take the case of post-World War II industrial development which 

have been christened in the West as the Second Industrial Revolution 
because of the massive injection of results of modern scientific and 
teclinological research. Almost all of the modern chemical, pharmaceutical 
electronics and precision engineering industries have been set up in India 
' since indépendence through foréign collaboration. Іп these concerns our 
best engineers and technologists have hardly any scope for new designs 

and iritiovations and һауе to bé satisfied with maintenance and adminis- 

tration work, in lieu of high salaries and fabulous perquisites. Even 

, when they come up with their self-reliant designs, dark forces seem to 
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operate against' them as in the case of high voltage electrical machines 
production at the Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited. Many of them get . 
frustrated and take refuge in greener pastures abroad. To make the 
matter worse, products of such industries dependent on multinational 
corporations are usually too costly for our poor people and their 
manufacturers find no other alternative than seeking export markets, 
that too with the help of huge subsidies from the Government draining 
the national exchequer. 

. This craze for all things foreign and lack of self-confidence have 
gone to such an extent that we some times buy foreign “know-how” for 
making such trivial things as cold drinks, tomato juice and shoe polish. 
We are indulging in such practices while the best of our scientists and 
technologists can certainly be ranked among the best in the world and 
hundreds of patents and processes are rotting in our national laboratories, 
1.7.8 and Universities. 


One way of encouraging our national entrepreneurs to set up 
industries utilising Indian know-hows. Indian talents and indegenous 
raw materials would be to free them from lincense-permit requirements, 
tofavour them with generous relief from all kinds of taxes for first few 
years and ќо completely -ban . foreign collaboration in such industries. 
Somehow we must generate an all round industrial activity directed to 
the needs of our internal market which would really be vast if we can 
even marginally reduce the poverty of our people by restructuring.the 
socio-economic relations. This will not only absorb our existing 
unemployed educated and technical man power but would create demand 
for more. Such an industrial regeneration will certainly help those of 
us who are trying to remodel our old-fashioned elitist educational system 
to make it more scientific, rational and people-oriented and to impart 
it in a language which people can most easily digest. In a word, 
instead of conflict and suspicion there will be real and sincere 
co-operation between the devotees of Laxmi and Saraswati and a durable 
bridge between the world of industry and the world of academy will. be 
built. We have to make the choice as to what kind of India we wish to 
have in future—an India as dreamt of by Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore and Jawaharlal Nehru or an India which 
will be an imitation of South Korea or Brazil. The sooner we make the . 
choice the better. 


C.R.—2 
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ARYA SAMAJ:- THE TWO VIEWS 
ANIL BARAN RAY =| 
Two radically different views were held on the Arya Samaj which 
‘Swami Dayananda founded “аз an organizational vehicle to promote his 
new Hinduism.” 
. The Indian writers and followers of the Samaj such as Lala Lajpat 
Rai held that the Samaj was a reforming body with a constructive social 
and educational programme.* 
` The opposite view was that the Arya Samaj was a Hindu political 
organization whose militancy. and aggressiveness contributed to the 
worsening of Hindu-Muslim ‘relations, ‘especially, in the Punjab. Тһе | 
present article is an analysis of these two views on the Arya Samaj. ` 


The Reforming and Philaanthropic activities of the Arya Samaj 


' Swami Dayananda, the founder of the Arya Samaj, wanted to 
reform orthodox Hinduism which, his Vedic studies convinced him, was 
in utter contradiction with the Vedas and the Hinduism of Vedic times. 
He held the Hindu - orthodoxy responsible for the degenaration of 
Hinduism and directed his attacks against caste уне, idolatry, poly- 
theism, child-marriage etc. | 
| Dayananda urged а “return to the Vedas in which he found the 

source of all knowledge, all truth and light. He claimed that “any - 
scientific theory or principle which is thought to be of modern origin 
may be proved to be set forth inthe Vedas”. Nicol Macnicol observes : 
“By his return to the Vedas its [Arya Samaj’s] founder, Dayananda was ` 
able to cut the religious life of his followers free from a great mass of 
later accretions which stifled the religious life : he was able also to get 
rid of pantheism.’’* -ar 
Dayananda directed his attacks not bai: against Hindu orthodoxy 
but also against Christianity. The success of Christian missionaries’ 
methods in converting Hindus to Christianity- and their close link with ` 
the government created in his mind “а: deep fear-of Christian threat, 
a fear which became one of the major motivating forces for religious 


.. С About the author: Dr. Anil Baran Ray, M.A., Ph.D. (U.S.A) Reader, Department 
of Political Science, University of Burdwan, West Bengal. 
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revivalism throughout the Punjab. "5 Jn response to proselytizing 
activities of other religions, Dayananda ‘started a suddhi movement -for 
reconverting those Hindus who had converted to Christianity, Islam or 
Sikhism. He thus made Hinduism a conversing religion. The defence 
of Hinduism (against Hindu orthodoxy and other proselytizing religions 
such as Islam and Christianity) led Dayananda to the reform of it. 


Swami Dayananda died in 1883. After his death, his followers 
such as Lala Hansraj, Lala Munshi Ram, Pandit Lekh Rum. Lala Lajpat 
Rai carried on his work. 


Lala Hansraj was the principal of the Dayananda /Anglo-Vedic 
college that the Arya Samaj ‘established: in 1885 in memory of Swami 
Dayananda: “Не devoted his life “іо diffusing knowledge: and dispel 
' ignorance" which was one of the basic principles of the Arya Samaj.5 ` 


Lala Munshiram was the president of the Jullunder Arya Samaj. 
He was not satisfied with merely preaching the ideology. of the Samaj. 
He actively searched for converts. . He used suddhi not only to reconvert 
converted Hindus but also to convert those whose ancestors had never 
been Hindus: His interpretation that “outcaste groups could, through 
Suddhi, be purified and raised to the level of the twice-born or pure-caste 
Hindus,"" antogonized not only the orthodox Hindus, but also many 
in the’ Samaj itself. The rift between the section led by Lala Munshiram - 
and the section led by Lala Hansraj and Lala Lajpat Rai widened and 
the split came finally in 1894. | 


While the Hansraj and Lajpat Rai section did not like the Munshi 
Ram section's militant and over-enthusiastic approach to Suddhi, the 
.Munshi Ram section, called the vegetarian section, did not like the 
system of education that was followed in the D.A.V. College at Lahore. 
In the words of Lala Lajpat Rai, “Тһеу [Munshiram section] found that 
the system of education followed was not after their heart ; that it. did 
notcome up to their ideal of Vedic education ; that the managers caréd 
more for University results than for sound national education ; that -the 
facts of its affiliation with the official university prevented them from 
making radical changes in the curriculum of studies, and materially 
-interfered with their independence." $ 


The Munshiram section founded the Gurukula at Kangra in 1902 
with the object of realizing their ideals of Vedic education and character- 
building on Vedic lines. Тһе pupils in Gurukula were given training in 
intellect and character for a. period of sixteen years under conditions 
that may be described as monastic. 
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In addition to carrying on the educational experiment at Lahore 
and Gurukula, the Arya Samaj ran some schools, a college and a Guru- 
küla for girls, It organized orphanages, widow homes and in times of 
famine and earthquake, organized relief for distressed people. Such 
activities testified to the claim of the Samaj that it was а reforming and 
and Ровере organization. 


arya ый апа the Congress Politics 


Until 1894, the Arya Samaj was preoceupied siii: its philanthropic 
` activities . and took little interest in active politics. The Samaj’s policy 
started changing from 1894 with the coming into power of a new group ` 
of leaders. In 1895, the Samaj under the leadership-of the new leaders, 
protested against the' government imposition of excise tax on Indian 
cottón goods; formed an Indian Association and supported the Swadeshi 
movement. In 1899 they protested against the Punjab Alienation of 
Land Bill which threatened the economic interests of many Aryas and 
the following year attended the Lahore session of Congress to register 
their protest. Тһе Lahore session was dominated by the Punjabi Aryas 
who formed a majority of the delegates present in the session. The 
rejections of the Arya ideas on education and industry in the Calcutta 
session (1901) of Congtess and the appointment of Surendranath Banerjee 
as the President of the Congress in 1902 led to the withdrawl of the 
Aryas from the Congress. 


In the Bombay séssion (1904) of the бозуда; бе Aryas . sent a 
protest deputation. The Congress refused to accept the Arya demand 
for a constitution and an effective: programme, but as a. compromise 
measure agreed to refer the matter toa sub- committee. This proved 
satisfactory. The Aryas came back to the Congress. Lajpat Rai, the 
Arya Samaj leader, who played a leading role in bringing the Aryas back 
to the Congress, was deputed by the Congress to England i in 1905. Е 

In the Benares session 1905 of the Congress, Lajpat Rai, now back 
from England, supported the extremist section of the Congress headed 
by Tilak. In Benares, the extremists forced the Congress to approve 
resolutions on boycott and Swadesi. Тһе Вепагев session of Congress : 
left the Punjab Congress divided into moderate and extremist camps. 
The Aryas formed the nucleus of, the extremist camp. The extremists, 
through their newspaper 'Panjabee" and the moderates through their 
newspaper іы ый carried on the propaganda against each otliér. 
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Lajpat Rai's appeal to both factions for compromise, however, became 
successful and” under his leadership both sections of the Punjab Congress 
worked to establish the branches of the Congress in several districts of 
the Punjab. “Between 1899 and 1907 Punjabi Aryas had thus contributed 
sighificantly-to the'growth and spread of the provincial congress. s 


А In 1907 there were widespread disurbances and agitation against 
the government in the Punjab. The government saw in this agitation a 
*Hindu-Arya-plot" to overthrow the government and took a number of 
coercive measures. Ajit Singh and Lajpat Rai, who were suspected to 
be the leaders of agitation were deported. Later the government, realiz- 
ing that its reading of the situation was incorrect, relented and absolved 
the deportees. 


The repressive policy of the government weakened the extremist 
Aryas and brought about the ascendancy of the moderates in the Punjab 
Congress. Тајраї Rai, after returning from deportation found the swing 
in favour of moderates. He joined the moderates in the Surat session of 
the Congress in 1907 in order to safeguard his position.. However, he 
soon found himself a misfit in his new position as the secretary of the 
Punjab branch of the moderate congress, and left for. England in August 
1908, leaving behind a Punjab.Congress split and devoid of spirit and 
leadership. With the departure of the most conspicuous. political Arya 
from the scene, the Arya interest in Congress politics declined. 


\ 


Arya Samaj and the Hindu-Muslim relations in India 


In the context of Hindu-Muslim relations in India, the suddhis 
performed by the Samaj deserve a special mention. The reconversion of 
a section of the Muslim community aroused the fear of Muslim leaders 
who tried to check this trend by starting Tabligh, i.e. movement for 
conversion of Hindu to Islam. Further, among the leaders of the Arya 
Samaj, there were some like Pandit Lekh Ram who were not too friendly 
disposed. towards the Muslims. It would be revealing to cite in this 
connection the titles of some of the booké and pamphlets written by 
Pandit Lekh Ram:  Takzib:e-Burahim, Ahmadiya (Refutation .of the 
Ahmadiya Arguments), Nuskha-e Khabt-e-Ahmadiya (Prescription for the 
madness of Ahmadiyas), Radd-e-Khilaat-e-Islam (Rejection of the Islamic 
Robe of Honour), Ibtal-e-Basharat (Refutation of Ahmadiya Statements), 
Jihad (The Basis of Mahammadi Religion). Lekh Ram's virulent. anti- 
Ahmadiya campaign and his denunciation of Islam as a religion of 


e 
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violence and tyranny angered the Muslims. The result was the assassi- 

nation of Pandit Lekh Ram in March, 1897. Thereupon the communal 

tension reached its peak and there. were stray incidents of murder, arson 

and poisoning here and there. Following the widspread disturbances in 

1907, the Muslims demanded the expulsion of rebellious Aryas from all 

Government jobs in accordance with the employment circular of Ibbetson, 

the administrator of Punjab. The Aryas saw in this a Muslim. attempt ` 
to secure government jobs at the cost of Hindu-Aryas, and attacked. 
Muslim leaders who voiced such demand in 'virulent language. The 

Muslims replied by establishing the Muslim League (December 1907). 

The Hindu-Aryas followed the suit in the form of the All-India Hindu 

Sabha. The. existing communal divisions were gradually deepened 

eventually leading to the partition of the country іп 1947. 


Conclusion 


While the FR Samaj's сараа: however indirect, to the 
aggravation of Hindu-Mualim relations in India could not be denied, it 
would be wrong to conclude that the Samaj as a whole was a political 
body-and indulged in nothing else than 'communalism in the Punjab. 
There were, no :doubt,: some politicians and: dnti-Muslim propagandists | 
in the Samaj, -but they could not eclipse the primary character of the 
Samaj as a socio-cultural reform. organisation in the Indian society—a А 
character which the Samaj retains to this. day. 
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THE INDIAN RUPEE IN THE WORLD ! CURRENCY* 
| . SYSTEM | 
_D. К. GUHA AND S. СОРТА 


The exchange markets, by their functions, can.be divided into two 
major groups—one that provides interbank exchange market facilities 
which is a telephone, telex and telegraph market, and the other which 
unlike the interbank exchange market is a ‘bourse’ where there is а 
quotation session. In some of the countries in Europe there exists 
‘bourse’ (as in Franee and Italy), where during the quotation sessions 
one currency is pitted against the other. In India the interbank exchange 
market facilities have been provided and the pattern evolved is one of 
the. types of her major trading partners, viz., England and the U.S.A. 
The purpose is to sustain exchange activities and to reduce dependence 
of the authorized dealers in permitted currencies on overseas foreign 
exchange markets. The permitted currencies are Australian dollar, 
Austrian schilling, Behrin dinar, Belgian franc, Canadian dollar, Danish 
kroner, W. German D.M., French franc, Hong Kong dollar, Italian lira, 
Japanese yen, Kuwaiti dinar, -Malayasian stellen Swedish kroner, Swiss 
franc, UK sterling, and US dollar. : 


The authorized dealers who are раар іп ihe interbank 
exchange market, are sixty, with thé Reserve Bank of India as the central 
bank. In England the participants in the foreign exchange market are 
150 commercial banks, 9 firms of brokers and the Bank of England. 
The New York foreign exchange market of the U.S.A. witnesses the 
activities of half-a-dozen out of town banks, 20 New York Banks with 
deposit facilities abroad, 40 Branches and agencies of foreign banks, and 
40 or.more representative offices of yet another group of foreign banks 
(F.R.B., N.W., 1969). Amongst the.sixty participants in the Indian 
interbank exchange market are some ofthe subsidiaries of the State 
Bank of India. There are more than 12 offices or subsidiaries of foreign 
banks participating in the exchange market. Тһе authorized dealers at 


. * The present paper is the revised version of the paper read at the Seminar оп 
: “International Monetary System with Special Reference to Rupee and Other 
_ Important Currencies”, held at the School of Studies in Economics, Jiwaji Univer- 
27 sity, Gwalior. ` | 
' 1. Figures are valid up to 1969. 
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close of business each day are required to maintain square or near-square 
position in the currencies they are dealing in, after taking into account 
purchases and sales (spot and forward). In this the authorized dealers 
are restrainéd against the maintenance of overnight open position in 
foreign currencies. Therefore, the authorized dealers are to maintain 
cash balance according as their business needs (R.B.L, 1978). This 
: precludes accumulation іп the accounts of the authorized dealers abroad 


any amount in excess of their daily needs. Within this broad framework, - 


the authorized dealers in the exchange market are to discharge their 
functions. 


The intervention authority is exercised by the Reserve Bank of 
India, whose duty is to curb undue fluctuations in the external value of 
rupee, and maintain or dispose in the interest of the country the inter- 
national means of payments and purchase. The intervention currency 
prior to 20th September, 1975, was the pound sterling, when it was 
decided— particularly, to check excessive fluctuations in the external value 
of rupee synchronized With the fluctuations in the value of pound sterling 


—that the rupee should-be linked to a “basket of currencies." The US ` 


dollar, like the pound sterling, the German D.M. and the Japanese yen, 
is also опе of the currencies in the “basket”. Тһе weights of the curren- 
cies -in the basket, which are kept secret, are worked out and it is only 
with reference to such weights of currencies in the “basket”, that deter- 
mine the exchange rates of the rupee. Whenever anyone of the currencies 
in the basket slides downward, the rupee being linked to the “basket”, 
undergoes a consequent change. Тһе central bank of the country during 
: the last year changed the rupee-rates of major currencies as a result of 
certain changes in the external value of major currencies, like the pound 
sterling and the US dollar. Since July 31st to 30th December, 1978, the 
downward revisions of the rupee-rates were made four times, followed 
by a further revision of rupee-rates downward on 20th December (E. T., 
1978). In this paper, we have attempted to evaluate these spectacular 
changes in the Rue rem in terms of fourteen major currencies. 


DATA AND METHODS 


Data have been дәне from various sources which broadly 


conform to the information available from banks. The period covers 


only fifteen weeks and within this period sixty days’ market reports have . 


‘been obtained to see how bidders quote for currencies, to see how 
comparative equilibrium (steadiness) is maintained by the currency or 
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currencies against the rupee and to see if there is any deviation from the 
equilibrium point. Тһе fupee being dependent on sterling (which will | 
beapparent from the study of Tables I and II), and the quotation rates 
' for rupee against sterling remaining more or less - constant, the market. 
reports include only thirteen currencies (Table IV). 


_ The following data for fourteen major currencies of industrialized 
nations with which India has traditional business relations, are presented. 
The period covers from mid-September to December, 1978. 


TABLE—I 
SHOWING. RUPEE-RATES (BUYING) OF CURRENCIES OF 


. MAJOR INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES WITH WHICH INDIA 
HAS TRADITIONAL BUSINESS RELATIONS 


Pound Italian Australian United States, Japanese French Swedish 


Sterling Lire/100 dollar dollar . Yen . franc kroner 
15.6875 . .9695 9.2606 8.0088 - 4.2125 1.8513 1,8135 
15.6875 .9621 9,2008 ` 7.9964 4.2102 1.8320 1.8068 
15.6875 .9656 9,1793 7.9370 : 4.2102 1.8339 1.8026 
15.6875 .9647 9.1739 7.9149 4.2057 1.8339 1.8110 

. 15.6875 .9728 9.1659 7.9090 ` 42312 1.8769 1.8417 
.15.9375 .9825: 9.3147 77.9627 4.3748 1.8963 1.8651 
15.9375  .9678 9.0041 - 7.7216 4.3056 1.9006 1.8472 . 

.16.2866 .9799 9.5104 , 8.2069 4.3332 1.9015 1,8877 
16.2866 19876 9.5243 8.2799 4.3840 1.9262 1.9043 
16.2866 -9874 9.5410 8.4364 4.2984 1.9022 1.9059 
16.0875 .9764 9.4244 8.2959 4.2559 1.8810 1.8763 
16.0875  .9738 9.4711. 8.2989 4.1165 1.8678 1.8648 © 
16.0875 .9694 9.3261 78.2037 4.1489 1.8722 1.8561 
15.4365 .9789 _. 9,3923 8.1834 4.2064 1.9212 1.8860 
16.0875 .9618 9.2670 8.1229 4,1521 1.8706 1.8427 


Norwegian Danish German Canadian Swiss Belgian Dutch 
kroner kroner D.M. dollar franc franc/100  guilder 
1.5353 1.4790 4.0515 7.0017 4.9549 25.7383 3.7311 
1.5256 1.4695 4.0452 6.8058 5.0442 25.6331 3.7218 . 
1.5440 _ 1.4870 4.0916 6.7184 5.1249 25.9383 3.7674 
1.5691 1.4997 4.1622 6.7155 4.9960 26.3655 3.8299 
CCOR—3 ` 
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Norwegian Danish 


kroner 


1.5946 
1.6221 
- 1.6165 
1.6441 
1.6496 
1.6443 
1.6161 


1.6093 © 


1.6041 
1.6130 
1.5873 


kroner 


1.5316 
1.5744 
1.5698 
1.5812 


- 1.5861 


1.5775 
1.5596 
1.5398 
1.5461 
1.5888 
1.5434 
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German Canadian 


D.M.  ' dollar 
4.0433 6.6964 
4.3965 6.6647: 
4.3748 6.5344 
43315 7.0413 
4.8828 | 7.0713 | 
4.3625 ^ 7.1842: 
4.3072 7.1183 
4291] 7.1183 
4.3003 ~~ 6.9854 
4.4184 6.9148 
4.2888 6.8662 ` 
TABLE—II 


Swiss 
franc 


5.1722 
5.2843. 
5.1229 
5.0532 
5.0856 
4.9107 
4.8166 
4.7639 
4.8310 


. 4.9822 


4.8130 
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Belgian Dutch 
 franc/100  guilder | 
26.9544 3.9813 
27.1174 4.0195 
27.5974 4.0251 
27.6795 4.0114 
27.9791 4.0634 
27.7172 4.0333 
27.4437 3.9722 
27.0879 3.9527 
27.1565 3.9614 
27.8349 4.0785 

27.0833 3.9663 : 


SHOWING RUPEE-RATES (SELLING) OF fCURRENCIES OF 
. MAJOR. INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES WITH WHICH INDIA 
-HAS TRADITIONAL БИЗНЕСІ RELATIONS 


Pound, Italian dunt United States 


f Sterling Lire/ 100 dollar 


15.8252 
15.8252 
15.8252 
15.8252 
15.8252 
16.0758 
16.4271 
116.4271 
_ 164271 
-16.4271 
16.2258 
16.2258. 
16.2258 
16.2258 
16.2258 


.9786 
9711 
19747 
9738 
‚9820 
9917 
9778 
9443 
.9980 
.9967 
.9860 
.9833 
:9792 
.9890 
.9707 


9.3696 
9.3089 
9.2871 
9.2816 
9.2762 
9.4231 
9.1993 
9.6205 
9.6346 
9.6516 
9.5334 
9.3695 
9.4336 
9.4996 
9.3628 


dollar 


8.1742 
8.0708 
8.0107 
7.9885 
7.9824 
8.0359 
7.1924 
8.2859 
8,3555 
8.5158 

8.4707 
8.3746 
8.2785 
8.2718 
8.1969 


agis French Swedish 


Yen 


:4.2609 
. 4.2506 
4.2495 
4.2484 
4.2789 
4.4249 
4.3518 
4.3852 


_ 4,4337. 
4.3423 


4.3039 
4.1594 
4.1954 
4.2641 
4.1948 


franc 


1.8096 
1.8493 
1.8522 
1.8583 
1.8598 
1.9160 
1.9204 
1.9224 


1.9451 . 


1.9208 
1.8994 
1.8860 
1.8905 
1.9467 
1.8887 


kromer 


1.8316 — 
1.8268 ' 
1.8205 
1.8290 
1.8235 
1.8835 
1.8654 
1.9062 
1.9229 
1.9246 
1.8946 
1.8825 
1.8743 
1.9064 
1.8607 
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Norwegian 
kroner 


1.5503 
‚1.5405 
1.5591 
1:5845 
1.6103 
1.6378 
1.6322 
1.6599 
1.6659 
1.6602 
1.6317 
1.6248 
1.6195 
1.6299 
1.6025 


Danish Dutch German Swiss 
kfoner^ Guilder 


1.4883 
1.4838 
1.4964 
1.5143 
1.5465 
1:5897 
1.5850 
1.5964 


. 1.6020 


1.5927 
1.5745 
1.5545 
1.5609: 
1.6055 
1.5582 
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3.7619 
3.7571 


3.8059: 


3.8683 
3.9425 


4.0611 


4.0657 
4.0610 
4.1062 
4.0762 
4.0123 


3.9945. 


4.0094 
4,1338 


4.0083. 


D.M. 


4.0902 
4.0871 
4.1330 
4.2054 


4.2921 


4.4420 
4.4249 


4.3747 
2 4.3277 


4.4075 
4.3512 
4.3349 
4.3407 
4.4691 


4.3326 - 


TABLE—III 


franc 
6.0080 
5.0967 
5.1806 
5.0479 
5.2280 : 
5.3408 
5.1774 
5.1127 
5.1382 
4.9606 


| 4.8594 


4.8162 
4.8812 
5.0416 
4,8689 
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Canadian Belgian 


Dollar franc/100 
7.0664 26.0070 


6.9439 25.9006 
6.7832 26.2094 


. 6.7803 26.6419 


6.7290 · 27.2380 


“6.7602. 28.0067 


6,5965 27.8853 
7.1128 27.9753 
7.1422 28.2639 
7.2825 28.0039 
7.1859 .27.7270 
7.1859 21.3669 
7.0516 21.4363 
6.9944 28.1680 
6.9311 27.3603 


Showing International Dispersion of Currency Rates (Buying and Selling) 
and Convergence Thereof. 


Mean Standard Coefficient of 
Deviation 


.2697 ` 


Pound Sterling 15.9306 
Australian 

Dollar 9.3235 
17.8. Dollar 8.1046 
Japanese Yen 4.2430 
Norwegian 

Kroner 1.5983 
Swedish . 

Kroner 1.8541 


French Franc 1.8779 
Belgian Franc 27.0618 


Canadian 
. Dollar 


6.8958 


Buying 


1474 `. 


1932 
.0810 


0393 


0346 | 


.0306 
7871 


.1983 


variation 


.02 
.02 

. 02 
.02 
.02 
.02 
`.02 
.03 


.03 


Selling 
Mean Standard Coefficient of 
Deviation — variation 


16.1360 
9.4170 
8.1871 
4.2896 
1.6140 
1.8702 
1.8910 - 
27.3460 


.6.9697 


2486 02 
1429 02 
2040 02 
0829 02 
0396 02 
0370° 02 
0391 02 
1978.. 003 
2021. 03 
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Buying Selling | 
Mean Standard Coefficient ої Mean Standard Coefficient of 
| 7 Deviation variation А Deviation . variation 
Swiss Franc 4,9970 .1503 03. -5.0505 .1525 .03 
German D.M. 4.2698 .1252 - .03 - 43075 1237 03 
_ Dutch Guilder 3.9410 21192 -© 03 . 3.9780  .1228 ^03. .— 
DanishKroner 1.5422 ..0407 .03 ‚ 115522 · .0423 ‚.03 
Italian Lire 9733 7.0084 . 0: : 7,9798 т.0130 >. 201: 
. TABLE—IV 


SHOWING MARKET CONDITIONS IN WHICH THE EXTERNAL 
| VALUE OF RUPEE IS DETERMINED AGAINST 
ii ` MAJOR CURRENCIES  : 


Australian Dollar Belgian Frane Canadian Dollar Danish Kroner. French Franc 
- Importers Export- Import- Export- Import- Export- Import- Export- Import- Export 
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Belgian Franc Canadian Dollar . Danish Kroner French Franc 


Impoters Export- Import- Export- Import- Export- Import- Export- Import-Export- 


. Australian Dollar 
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NOTES ON TABLES III AND IV 


(à means equilibrium point, i.e. the point from which there was no 
shift or change in the rates quoted. 


-+ means favourable point at which the bidders in the exchange 
market could clinch against others. 


— means a disadvantageous point for the bidders in exchange 
market. 


means information not available. 


Table III has been constructed. on the. basis of information 

available from the published datà in Economic Times, Financial 

Express, Business Standard and othe sources. ` 
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` DISCUSSION 


Forthe purpose of the present analysis a host of currencies falling 
within a monetary area or areas is excluded. The currencies of the 
Sterling Area (except the Indian rupee which is under consideration) can 
beexcluded as almost all of them either are pegged to sterling or use 
sterling as the key currency. Similarly, there are other areas, the 
currencies of which are pegged to the metropolitan currency. Any 
transactions outside the currency area or areas are done through the 
medium of the metropolitan currency and during the transactions if dollar 
(the vehicle currency) is earned, the same is pooled at the metropolitan 
town with the central monetary authorities, The industrial nations on 
the other hand use dollar as the medium of transactions and as interven- 
tion currency when their exchange markets are exposed to pressures. The 
reason is obvious. The US dollar being on gold will be demanded not only 
fo rday-to-day trading purposes but also for serving as the international 
means of payment and purchase, so that one's own currency having been 
pegged to it or by using it as intervention currency may remain stable 
through the medium of the vehicle currency. Moreover, the question of 
using a particular currency in the international exchange market depends 
upon ‘availability, acceptability and being on gold........." (MacDonald, 
D., 1969). 

In the case of the rupee, the situation has assumed different 
importance with the introduction of the principle of “basket of currencies" 
for the purpose of affecting fluctuations in the external value consequent. 
upon changes in value of the Key Currency. Tables havé been presented 
showing the central bank's buying and selling rates, international conver- 
gence and dispersions of currency rates, market conditions covering a 
period of sixty days and evaluation of the market conditions. An attempt 
has been made’ in the analysis of the tables to understand whether the 
rupee has been able to withstand its weakness against the major currencies 
when they are exposed to pressures in the exchange market, and to see 
whether the weights used have been effective in achieving the desired 
results. 


Analysis of the Tables 


Jf deviations from the means (Tables L 11 and 111) are measured 
against sterling, it will be apparent that the negative deviations which 
work favourably gradually decline and absolutely fall after the fifth week. 
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The rupee's weekness is noticeable with the increase in positive deviations 
from the mean. The rupee that remained strong upto the fifth week, 
revealed its weakness from the 6th week. For the Australian dollar, though 
the selling rates were slightly favourable, the overall position is one of 
steadiness. Тһе dispersions around the two means do not vary. The one- 
sample runs test reveals that the occurrence of events—fluctuating (Table 
V—positive and negative taken together) and equilibrium—widely differs 
(2221.38, p—.0838, less than the level of significance, oc —.05). Equilibrium 
holds good which is supported by the lower dispersions around the means 
(Table V—Australian dollar) In the case of the US dollar, the rupee- 
rates were subjected to the same test and the test indicates that 2720.24 
is p=0.4052 which is above the level of significance, o6—.05. This 
suggests that the rupee-rates were subjected to greater fluctuations and 
the weights have not been effective in achieving the desired results. Тһе 
inference is supported by higher dispersions around the means (Table V— 
the US dollar) Leaving aside the equilibrium rates, the fluctating rates 
(positive and negative) were further subjected to statistical treatment 
which shows 2220.14 is р==.4443, і.е. above the level of significance, 
oc=.05. It suggests that the fluctuations worked against the rupee. The 
rates for the Japanese yen under similar statistical test show that the two 
events (fluctuating and equilibrium) in the sample do not significantly 
vary in their occurrence in which 7221.72 is p=.0427 which is.above the 
level. of significance. The test within the fluctuating groups (positive and 
negative) suggests that there was a significant difference between the 
groups, 272.82, p—2(.0025)—.0050. Though the rupee-rates expressed 
a greater tendency to move towards equilibrium, fluctuations are equally 
strong against the exporters. In respect of the Norwegian kroner, devia- 
tions from the mean (Table—Buying Rates) show considerable weakness 
of the rupee because of fluctuations. Though the equilibrium rates were 
within the normal range (22>0.6316, p—0.2643, above the level of signif- 
cance, ос = .05),. the fluctuating groups (positive and negative) differ in 
their pattern of occurrence to the advantage of the importers. The larger 
dispersions around the means (Table V) suggestthat the fluctuations worked 
against the rupee. In thé case of the Swiss franc, the larger dispersions 
around the means show greater fluctuation and the two types of events 
(fluctuating and equilibrium) differ significantly in their occurrence 
(271.1505, p=0.1251, which is equal to the level of significance, oc = .05). 
Though the fluctuations influenced the market in favour of the exporters, 
deviations from the mean (Table 1: Buying Rates) shows weakness of 
the rupee. This means that the use of weights was not effective. Similarly, 


/ 


ы 
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the weights used for fixing ће. rupee-par against the Swedish kroner have 
not been effective. The rupee-rates were subjected to greater fluctuations 
(Table V : higher dispersions around the means). Though the two types 
of events (fluctuating and equilibrium) occurring in the exchange market 
did not significantly vary, and the equilibrium rates were. within the 
normal range (z>1.22, p=.1112, above the level of significance, oc ==.05), 
the test applied tó the two fluctuating groups (positive and negative) 
shows significant variations. The probability (22>2.82, р--2(.0024)--.0048, 
below the level of significance, oc —.05) calls for a two-tailed test. The 
observed occurrence in which p is seen, shows greater fluctuations. 
This i$ supported by higher dispersions around.the means (Table V). 
Though the fluctuations of rupee-rates in terms of French franc worked 
in favour of the exporters, the equilibrium rates widely differ and the same 
difference has been observed within the fluctuating groups themselves 
(z2.85 is р--.1977, ос--.05, equal to the level of significance). Within 
the fiuctuating groups events (positive and negative) widely differ. Мо 
doubt fluctuations favoured the exporters, deviations from the mean 
(Table 1: Buying Rates) do not show the strength of the rupee. It only 
means that while exercising the weights market conditions did not receive 
consideration. In terms of the Belgian franc the fluctuations of rupee- 
rates, associated with the number of days covered by the study, reveal - 
loss to the exporters. This is confirmed by the evaluation of market 
conditions. The equilibrium rates and the rates seen in the fluctuating 
groups widely differ (2221.59, р--.0559, less than the level of significance, 
oc 2.05). But the indications of the importers’ gain, as seen in the market 
evaluation table (Table V), is not in conformity with the deviations from 
` the mean (Table I—Buying Rates of the Belgian franc). It may be due to 
the fact that while exercising weights in the “basket”, the fixation of 
rupee-par against the Belgian franc has not been done keeping in view 
the flux of events dependent on the speculative forces in the exchange 
market. The fluctuations of rupee-rates against the Canadian dollar 
do not significantly vary and are within the normal range to the gain of 
the importers. During the period under study it has been observed that 
the equilibrium rates and the rates of the fluctuating groups widely vary 
and fall beyond the level of significance, сс = .05, when zz.16. The 
tendency of the rupee-rates to move towards equilibrium has been 
insignificantly low. In respect of the German D.M., in spite of persistent 
difference between the equilibrium rates and the rates of the fluctuating 
groups (zz1.55, р= .0606, below the level of significance, ос--.05) the 
. rupee-rates have expressed a tendency to move towards equilibrium. Тһе 
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difference as between the equilibrium rates and the rates of fluctuating 
groups, has been observed within the fluctuating groups themselves 
(2221.38, p=.0838, below the level of significance, oc —.05) which worked ` 
against the exporters. The evaluation table (Table V) also indicates 
favourably for the exporters. But the study of the buying rates (Table.1: 
German D.M.) shows positive ‘deviations from the -mean which only 
exhibits rupee’s weakness. This is a case in point where the problem of 
choosing optimal weights arises. Associated with the number of days 
covered by the study, the rupee-rates for the Dutch guilder under fluctu- 
ating conditions (z>.49, p= .3121, below the level of significance, ос--.05) 
differ from equilibrium. conditions ; yet, the rates have developed strong 
inclination towards equilibrium. However, within the fluctuating groups, 
difference has been observed. (222.79, p=.2148, below the level of signific- 
ance, oc —.05) differ from equilibrium conditions ; yet, the rates have 

. developed strong inclination towards equilibrium. However, within the 
fluctuating groups, difference has been observed (zz.79, р--.2148, below 
the level of significance, oc—.05). Notwithstanding the difference to the 
advantage of the exporters, deviations from the mean (Table 1 : Buying 
‚ Ratesreveal rupee's weakness. The rupee-rates for the Danish kroner have 
undergone no variation between the fluctuating groups. The importers 
and exporters had the equal pull and the difference between the equili- 
brium rates and the fluctuating rates are within the normal range (272.74, 
р==.2296, above the level of significance, oc —.05). It can be concluded 
that the weights in the “basket” were exerciseed at the optimal level.” 
But with regard to the Italian lira, the occurrence of events in the fluctuat- 
ing groups, associated with the period covered by this study, is not ` 
sufficient to throw light on the weights exercised in fixing the PANY 
against lira inasmuch as the probability, 22>2.27,. p—2(.0116)-—,0233, i 
less than the level of significance, oc—.05. However, the equilibrium 
rates are within the normal range as against the fluctuating groups. 

In the analysis of tables, presented above, it appears that notwith- 
standing the rupee’s steadiness with the intervention currency (the U. K. 
pound sterling), the rupee has undergone fluctuations consequent upon 
the changes in the external value of the intervention currency. This raises 
the question of choosing the optimal weights so that there may not be 
any corroding effect in the rupee against other currencies with the change 
in the external value of the intervention currency. Flanders and Helpman 
‚ (1979) have faced with the same issue: how to choose the optimal 
weights when there is a large upward bias of the vehicle currency vis-a-vis 
other currencies in the basket. | 
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The buyers and sellers markets have been compared (Table III). 
Comparison of means and dispersions around them show differences of 
no statistical significance. Intermarket comparisons have also been done 
and reveal no difference. Тһе point of interest in the study of Table Ш 
lies in the study of convergence. The coefficient of variation of one 
market merges with that of the other. This shows that the variable 
factors in one country as expressed in the exchange market through its 
currency have merged with those of the other countries and the Indian 
market as expressed in the external value of the rupee has been integrated 
with those of the industrial world. For the study of international conver- 
gence, the exchange markets offer one of the investigative fields besides 
other international: parameters (industrial production, wholesale price 
index, share price index, bank/discount rate, etc.) (Guha and Gupta, 1979). 


The study of Table V shows that except in one case (Australian 
dollar) the rupee-rates have been fluctuating against all the currencies. 
If the purpose of using weights in the “basket” was to obtain equilibrium 
condition, the study shows only fluctuations against major currencies 
(except the U. К. pound sterling). - Or, should it be the policy of exercis- 
ing weights for dissipating the pull of speculative forces in the market, 
being dependent on the major,currencies like the U. K. sterling and U. S. 
dollar, the weights had not been effective. 


ә 
Theoretical Approach 


The financial policy of a country embodys fiscal policy (taxation), 
national debt policy (borrowing), and monetary policy (credit) Hirsch, 
1969). Тһе enterprising activities of a nation depend on what policy is 
adopted towards public expenditure, what measure are taken on govern- 
ment revenue (either by taxing or borrowing, and whether borrowing 
would be on long-term basis) and what credit policy is adopted so that 
the credit will be self-liquidating by the real increase in wealth. As the 
fiscal policy is concerned with the ‘purpose of affecting total domestic 
expenditures' by the fiscal authorities, and the monetary policy is con- 
cerned with the capital funds ‘lent and borrowed...... brought about by 
the banking system. ...... ' (Meade, 1966) it is the monetary policy to see 
how it affects the exchange rate of a country. 


Mead has shown that an expansionist monetary policy will (i) 
cause an inflation in the total national income and in the demand for 
` labour in the country concerned, (ii) cause some inflation in the national 
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income and in the demand for labour in the rest of the world as a result 
of increased demánd for imports in the country initiating the increase of 
domestic expenditure, (iii) cause an unfavourable movement in the balance 
oftrade of the country concerned and (iv) thereby probably cause an 
unfavourable movement in the country's balance of payments.’ (Meade, 
1966). The expansion is affected through the reserve requirements that 
the commercial banks are supposed to maintain with the central bank and 
this may be done by lowering the demand deposits even by one percent. 
Such a reduction of reserve requirements is accompanied by the reduction 
discount rates in the money markets. This is done with a view to giving 
impetus to the enterprising Community in order that the credit facilities 
may be available at an easy cost. The reserve reduction may also be 
against time deposits. In the case of reserve reduction against time 
deposits, the purpose is to meet the liquidity requirements of the bank or 
the commercial enterprises with a view to minimizing downward pressure 
on the interest rates in the short-term money market. 


On the other hand by increasing the securities and certificate 
holdings, more impetus to the expansion of monetary policy is provided: 
The purpose of holdings, securities and certificates is to meet liquidity 
requirements of the market, firstly, to offset downward pressures on the 
interest rate in the money market,. secondly, to arrest the capital outflow, 
and thirdly, to provide credits to the primary producers from the stage of . 
extraction to the stage of processing afd to the manufacturers ‘to tide 
them over the transformation of raw materials into finished products, 
and the shipment of these products to the buyers’ (Hirsch, 1969). 


As a result of this policy, more money is put into circulation which 
not only causes income velocity but also diversifies industrial activities 
providing more employment by which the demand for labour is increased. 
The objective is to increase (or at least maintain the level achieved) 
technological efficiency, entrepreneurial activities, monopolization of 
market, and mobilization of economic resources. А tendency is developed 
against the outflow of capital from the country. 


On the other hand if the expenditure is increased, i.e. the return of 
cash holdings as against the withdrawal of funds to the financial markets, 
the demand of the financial asset holders for goods from international 
markets, is increased. In the developed economy it is the increased 
demand of the financial asset holders that causes rapid flow of primary 
or intermediate goods for their domestic industries whereas for the 

. developing economy the intermediate technology and capital goods аге 
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domestically needed. In the cross-currents of exports ahd imports 
demand for labour and finance is increased. ` 

The exchange policy is guided by the necessity of maintaining 
continuous flow of finance for goods and services- pouring into the 
domestic market, .thereby creating demand for the disposable currency 
from the internationai market, funds for investment in :stocks and 
securities in foreign countries or for offering credit to the foreigners, for 
speculative gain in the hope that the "expected reversal" in exchange 
transactions would Бе · advantageous, and for creating scope for 
backward movement of capital in the case of instability (Robinson, 
1947). This precludes interference by the central monetary authorities 
and leaves no room for government finance. With the. New York 
exchange market, possibly, it was true before the ‘sixties when the 
US dollar was linked with gold and there was no interference with the 
exchange market by the Federal Authorization System. But because of 
persistent deficits and the retreat from the Bretton Woods system, 
after 1961, no exchange market of any country is left uninterfered with 
by the active participation of the central monetary authorities. But as 
the exchange market is not free and the interference of the monetary 
authorities often distorts free play of economic factors, the exchange 
dealings of the central monetary authroties may also be regarded as ‘one 
of the factors affecting the exchange market . (Robinson, ' 1947) The 
factors for which finance is needed in the exchange market can be reduced 
to two main groups: goods and services and investible funds pouring in 
thé country, for which payment of interest is made, can be regarded as 
import, and similarly, the movement of factors from the country, whatever 
may be its form, can be regarded as export. | | | 


While the monetary expansion accompanied by the return of cash 
holdings to the financial markets raises the price level within the country, 
the import surplus may cause unfavourable balance of payments. For 
example in the U.S. economy the rate of annua! increase in the-consumer 
price indéx was from 5$ per cent in 1976 to 7 per cent in 1978 and the 
same for the industrialized countries as a whole averaged to 6$ per cent. 
Together with this was the unfavourable balance of payments. In 1976 
the U.S. current surplus was $ 4.3 billion. But in 1977 the deficit 
amounted to $ 15.31 billion. It has been estimated that upto December 
1978 the deficit may amount to a figure between $ 17 billion- to $ 18 
billion. Added to this persistent weakness, the psychological develop- 
ment of the international business community did not shift. towards any 
other currencies else than the dollar for portfolio investment. Тһе 
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increased dollar holding abroad were used and turned over for all 


purposes not only in the current transactions but also in major long-term 
investment. 


Besides persistent unfavourable balance of Шона the capital 
outflow as estimated by the OECD recently, is alarming. To maintain 
the dollar rate the central banks of the industrialized countries purchased 
in 1977 an amount of $ 47.3 billion and upto October, 1978 an amount 
of $ 29.6 billion and followed by an intervention in the short-term 
market an amount of $ 6 billion. Notwithstanding the central banks’ 
active interference with market mechanism, continued weakness of the 
vehicle currency is not alleviated. The pressure on the vehicle currency 
is accentuated by the OPEC countries’ decision to invest in Eurocurren- - 
cies and not in Eurodollar which meant a shift of $1 billion from their 
dollar assets whereas the financial investment of the OPEC countries 
in the USA fell by $ 2/4 billion in the second quarter of 1978. Over 
and above the OPEC countries’ activities in the financial markets, the 
other developing countries have accumulated $ 6 billion in their reserves 
which, some of the central bank feel, may be reduced (Riddell, 1978). 


The cumulative effect of all these activities on the exchange markets 
exerts pressure and creates a tendency to dispose the dollar hoards 
of the international trading community. The disposable hoards, parti- 
cularly, of the vehicle currency which is used as the trading medium of 
exchange corrode the purchasability of any currency either linked to it 
by the mechanism of the “basket of currencies” or pegged to it through 
the dependence of ‘key currency’ (Guha and Gupta, 1977). The point of 
interest is. the convergence of all the exchange markets under the sweep 
of the vehicle currency or the key currency. 
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RECENT INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES IN CHINA 
| BIDYUT CHAKRABARTY 


-The purpose of this paper is to focus on certain institutional changes ` 
which are brought into being in the post-Mao China. The aim is to 
detail the changes as well as to find out how far the rationale, provided ` 
by the present Chinese leadership in favour of the changes, keeps in with . 
the thought of Mao Zedong. The object here is not to oppose change as ` 
such because change is at the heart of any social progress. But in case of - 
China changes are effected with a specific political object. It is argued 
that the changes are guided by the desire of the leadership to a process of > 
de-Maoization. The paper aims at exploring how far the statement 
contains truth. At the same time an attempt is made to analyse the 
nature of de-Maoization in China. 


The death of Mao Zedong (Mao Tse tung) and the arrest of Jiang 
Qing (Chiang Ching) and three other members of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the CPC on October 6, 1976 marked the ' 
beginning of a new era in China's .post-revolutionary history. Тһе 
present leadership calls the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR). 
as ten years of catastrophe, and has portrayed China as а country which 
experienced serious reversal of policies. “Магвһа! Yeh Chienying, the 
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress 
(NPC) declared a document in the name of the party's Central Commi- 
ttee, the NPC itself and the State Council which represented a total 
negation of the GPCR, one of the two most controversial isssues in 
China now. The other is the role of Mao himself. On Mao, Marshal 
Yeh while praising the late Chairman asa great Marxist and a great 
revolutionary and strategist admitted that mistakes had been made іп. 
the anti-rightist campaign and the purge of the late Marshal P'eng Teh- 
huai in the 195051. Though Mr. Yeh stopped short of rehabilitating 
Liu Ѕһаоді, the head of the State who was condemned during the 
GPCR for his attempt to adopt the “Soviet Revisionist Path”, he 
‘paid an indirect compliment by saying “that the major documents 
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associated with the Eight Party Congress (1956) contain the guiding 
principles for socialist revolution and socialist construction in our 
country, their basic contents continue to be of great importance in 
guiding our work’’?. Though the formal rehabilitation was done in the 
Fifth Plenary Session of Eleventh C.P.C. Central Committee (held in 
Beijing from February 23 to 29), Marshal advanced a case for Liu, since 
he (Liu) had dominated the Eight Party Congress and delivered the 
Keynote political report, while made only a‘ “‘prefunctory speech". 
The Fifth Plenary Session completed the circle by formally rehabilitating 
Liu Shaoqi and “unanimously adopted the resolution and decided to 
remove the labels ‘renegade, traitor and scab’ which the Twelfth Plenary 
Session of the Eight Central Committee of the CPC imposed on Liu 
Shaoqi, to cancel the erroneous resolution expelling him from the party 
once and foralland dismissing him from all posts both inside and out- 
side the party............ and in the spirit of unity and looking ahead, to 
transmit the resolution of the plenary session to all party members and 
the people throughout the country so as to cleaf away the effects flowing 
from the past incorrect decision on Comrade Liu Shaoqi's case".?. It 
was undoubtedly a turning point in China and the world: the present 
leadership has found in this process the beginning of a “new long 
march",* It is indeed a **new long march"—a long march in the reverse 
direction and along the path followed by the Soviet revisionist. Despite 
bitter clashes between the Chinese and the Soviet leadership on many 
important issues, their ideological affinity seems unmistakable. 


With this background the present paper is ina position to hit on 
the point, which it wants to highlight. Before going into the details; we 
must be clear about the definition of institution ; Maclver in his ‘Society’ 
defines institution with reference to what H. E. Barnessaid in his 
“Social Institutions" about the definition of the same. According to him, 
“social institutions are social structure and machinery through which 
society organizes, directs and executes the multifarious activities required 
to: satisfy human needs"5* ... ... oe 3 
It connotes a way of thought or action bts some (ана Тар and permanence 
which is embedded in the habits of a group or the customs of the people. 
In ordinary speech it is another word for procedure, convention or 
arrangement.*^ Institutions, as I understand, are durable and identifying 
structural relationship. Hence we have the institution of party, bureau- 
cracy etc. In the socialist states, politics aims at i) establishing the 
hegemony of some ideas (Marxism-Leninism) ; ii) creating some leaders 
and giving the status of psedu-institution (Lenin, Stalin, Mao etc) and 


1980 ] RECENT INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES IN CHINA | 39 


iii) creating some impersonal institution. through which social control 
is exercised (party etc). 


\ The present exercise keeps within its ambit four major institutions 
in which changes are reflex of leadership's deliberate attempt to wash out 
the upshot of the GPCR. Everything is done in the name of ‘four 
modernizations', the aim of which is to achieve rapid development.5 Тһе 
followings are the four institutions which bave undergone radical 
changes : 

a) Local Governmental Structures : Local revolutionary Committees 
are replaced. 


b) Legal system ; codification of law is made. 
c) People's Liberation Army (PLA) is highly mechanized ; since 
modernization of army is one of the principal aims. | 


d) An important change is attempted in case of “ВШ of Rights" ; 
Article 45 will be'read without the “Four Vital Freedoms.” 


. First I shall deal with the changes made in Chapter 2, Section III , 
(Local People's Congress and the Local Congress and the Local Revolu- 
tionary Committees at various levels) of the constitution, The present 
leadership at the Second session of the Fifth National People's Congress 

: held in June-July, 1979 initiated an amendment to the constitution and 

accordingly the Local Revolutionary Committees at various levels were 
rooted out. Тһе “Тһтгее-іп-опе” revolutionary Committee? was а 
creation of the working class and the masses in the GPCR. Іп replacing 
these Committees at all provincial levels, does not the present leadership, 
led by the Rightists repudiate the GPCR and its contribution ? The 
local revolutionary committees were replaced by local people's govern- 
ments because they were no longer able to meet the needs of China's 
modernization programme in the present period—the rationale Hua and 
his associates provided in favour of the ammendment.’ Everything is ` 
now carried in the name of modernization. Peng Zhen, Director of 
Commision for Legal Affairs of NPC Standing Committee, gave the 
following explanation, at Second Session of Fifth NPC on June, 26, 1979. 


** As the focus of our work is being shifted to socialist modernization 
and the local organs of power at various levels particularly those at and 
above the county level, are shouldering heavy tasks, it is necessary to 
separate the organ of power (People's Congress) from the administrative 
organ (People's Government) and establish standing committees in 
people's Congresses at and above the county level............. This will help. 
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broaden the scope of people's democracy, strenghten the socialist legal 
system and improve the people's Congress as an institution: Тһе change 
from local revolutionary committees to local people's governments will 
not only help strengthen dcmocracy and the legal system but will give 
distinctive expression to the close relationship between the government 
and the people.9 — — 
The creation of a separate administrative organ may give birth to 
bureaucratic vices. Since it has been entrusted with a specific task of 
administration it will try to act as independent of the masses. Hence: 
there would be found the vestiges of capitalism. As a result people will ` 
get alienated from the administrative machinery, whose main. function 
is supposed.to secure benefit of the people. On the contrary, this, does 
not hold good with regard to the revolutionary Committee of the past. 
The three-in-one organ of power had absolutely nothing in common with 
the overstaffed bureaucratic apparatus of the exploiting classes because of 
its very connection with the masses. The slogans on which its working 
was based аге as follows: “Remain one of the common people while 
serving as an Official. Maintain better troops and simpler administration, 
and drastically reform old methods of office and administrative work".? 
The revolutionary Committee was thus a “two-wheeled” vehicle: One 
for administration and another for political education of the masses. 
Representing the interests of the revolutionary masses they participated .` 
in the leading at various levels. This provided the revolutionary committees 
at these levels with a broad mass foundation. Direct participation by the ` 
revolutionary masses in the running of the country and the enforcement of 
revolutionary supervision from below over the organs of political power 
at various levels played a very important role in ensuring that the leading 
groups at all levels always adhered to the mass line, maintained the: 
closest relations with the masses, represented their interests at all times 
and served the people heart and soul. So the argument that the revolu- 
tionary committees are inadequate now, amounts to the fact that they 
are unable to meet the demands of the present leadership who are 
.-approaching.towards “‘capitalist restoration" under the cloak of Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong thought. : 
Secondly, the introduction of ‘Legal system’ in China represents 
another important area for discussion. The absent of codification of 
law led, as the present leadership!? thought, to the emergence of Liu- 
bias and the Gang of Four, who were able to wreak social and economic 
havoc from 1966—1976. Hence codification of law was urgently needed. 
The rationale, the leadership provided revolved round the desire of 
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ensuring people's right іп the governance of the country. In his explana- 

tion on “Seven Laws," Peng Zhen, provided a ground for framing of- 
laws into code: “Тһе pernicious influence of the Gang of Four has not 

yet been completely eliminated. In these circumstances autocracy, 
bureaucracy, love of privileges, the patriarchal style of work and petty 

,bourgeois individualism, liberalism and anarchism are apt to spread. 

Even now in some localities and units, the enthusiasm and initiative of 

the people are still held in check and their right of person and democratic 

and other rights are not always secure. All this shows that in order to: 
give full play to “socialist democracy"!! it is imperative to gradually 
perfect the socialist legal system so thatin whatever they do the 900 

million people will have rules and regulations to go by and bad characters 

and bad acts wil be restrained and punished. "Therefore, people are 

craving for law and the people of the whole Country are eagerly demand- 

ing a sound legal system.” 1? 


There was another reason provided: Strengthening the legal system is 
to safeguard and develop the socialist economic base. ‘China’s laws forbid 
undermining the economy, disrupting state planning, misappropriating or 
squandering state or collective property, and acts endangering the public 
interests, no matter by whom committed or by what means. Embezzle- 
ment, theft, profiteering and misappropriation of public property are 

spunishable by law.” t3 


This addition to the Chinese system according to the present leader- 
ship, isnot un-Mao. Peng Zhen made it very clear in his speech at the 
Second Session of the Fifth NPC held in June 26, 1979. According to 
him these laws were the result of much investigation and the summing 
up of past experience. The thirty-third draft of 1963 was examined 
thoroughly by the “Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee the CPC and Comrade Mao Zedong. “Тһе present 
draft (approved by the second seesion) is based on the thirty-third draft 
with additions and amendments made by the Commission for Legal 
Affairs and other departments concerned in the light of the experience 
of the past.dozen years and of the new developments and new 
problems. 1+ г 

So theoretical rationalization was ‘now complete, and the Second 
Session of the Fifth National Congress passed seven important laws : 
a) organic Law of the Local People’s Congresses and the local people's 
Governments; b) the Electoral law, c) the Organic Law of the people's 
courts, d) the Organic Law of the People's Procurators, e) the criminal 
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Law, f) the-Law of Criminal Procedure and g) the Law on Joint Ventures 
with Chinese and Foreign investment. 


Let us briefly discuss the content of the нені just nientioned : 


(a) On the People’ 8 Congresses 


The new Organic Law of the Local People's Congresses and of the 
Local People’s Governments stipulates for replacing revolutionary 
Committees by Local People’s Governments. These local governments 


will serve as organs of administration under the People’s Congresses at the 
same level. 


(b) New Electoral Law : 


Jt requires direct'election of People's Congress at the county level. 
This is an important step.in broadening democracy. Previously, voters 
at the grassroot level,—in municipal districts, Peoples Communes and 
townships could vote directly. Allthe delegates of People's Congresses 
above those levels were elected by the Congresses just below them. 


Anofher addition provides the electors with the right to supervise 
and recall their deputies. This will keep the deputies in constánt contact: 
with the voters, listen to their opinions and demands and bring these 
to the attention of the respective People's Congresses and their Standing 
Committees. Deputies must be able to perform their functions and 
powers without obstruction. So the law lays down that no member of 
a Local People's Congress at or above the county level may be arrested 


or brought to trial without the consent of the- standing Committee of 
that Congress. : 


The positive significance of this new addition lies, according to the 
present leadership, in the fact that “it spurs on the people's deputies to 
maintain still closer ties with the masses, to voice the people’ opinions 
and demands, to strengthen the deputies’ sense of responsibility, | 
. and to | faithfully carry out their duties as servants of society. | 

Mass-supervision will help overcome bureaucratism and feudal patri- 
archism. Through exercising. the right to recall deputies it will help 
foster among the masses a: sense of being “masters of their own affairs 


and enhance their position as masters of the state in the socialist 
system", 15" ' 
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(c) Organic Law of ‘the People’s Courts and the Organic Law of the 
І People's Procurators : 


These define the mutually complementary and mutually restrictive 
roles of these organs and the public security organs. Public security 
organs are in charge of investigation and provisional apprehension and 
inquiry, in criminal cases. The people's procurate approves arrests and 
procuratorial proceedings (including investigations) and institutes 
prosecutions. The courts have the responsibility for trying cases and 
sentencing offenders. Procurators and courts exercise their authority 
independently. No administrative organs, organizations or individuals 
are allowed to interfere with them. АП persons are equal before the 
law. In trying cases, the people's courts practise the system of Defense 
Counsel, and the system of **people's assessors.” !^ 


(d) The Criminal Law and the Law of Criminal Procedure : 


In his **Explanation of Seven Laws”, Peng Zhen argued: “Criminal 
law is one of the basic laws of the country. The present draft of the 
criminal law is prepared with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong thought 
as its guide and in the light of our concrete experience in exercising the 
people’s democratic dictatorship led by the proletariat and based on the 
worker-peasant alliance, i.e. the dictatorship of the proletariat. Its 
function is to “Combat all counter-revolutionary and other criminal 
offences and thereby protect the interest of the people and the state, 
consolidate and promote the lively political situation of stability and 
unity, and ensure the smooth advance of socialist modernization.!* 
(By Counter-revolutionary offences are meant acts undermining the 
People’s Republic of China with the aim of overthrowing the political 
power of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist system. 
Listed as such offences are: conspiring with a foreign state, going 
over to the enemy, armed rebellion, espionage and subverting the . 
government.) 


With regard to the criminal procedure, the policy has been one of 
re-educating as many. as possible, narrowing the target of attack and 
practising revolutionary humanism. The law imposes capital punishment 
only for the. most heinous crimes that must be punished by death to 
appease public indignation. АП death sentences must be handed down 
or approved by the supreme Court. Some persons sentenced to death 
may be granted a two-year suspension. If a criminal shows real signs of 
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repentence and performs meritorious’ service during thése two years, 
the sentence may be commuted to a prison term. 


(e): The Law on Joint Ventures with Chinese and Foreign Investment : 


For the purpose of absorbing foreign investments and expanding 
international economic co-operation and technological exchange on the 
basis of equality and mutual benfit, the present leadership, permits certain 
joint ventures with foreign investment which are of help to China. Peng 
Zhen in his Explanation on Seven Laws “elaborated the three provisions 
in the draft of the Law": i) The resources invested by a foreign 
participant in a joint venture pursuant to the agreements and contracts 
authorised by the ‘Chinese government as well as his other lawfull rights 
and interests shall be protected by the legislation inforce. (ii) The 
teachnology or equipment contributed by any foreign participant as 
investment shall be truly up to advanced world standards and appropriate 
to China's needs. (iii) The activities of a joint ventures shall be governed 
by the laws, decrees and pertinent regulations of the People's Republic of 
China.2® | 


The third issue taken for discussion is modernization of the People's 
Liberation Army (PLA). 


The military issue is now being raised publicly. In highly visible 
leadership forums, through analyses and discussions in China's official 
media and by the discernible activities of China's armed forces, the tasks: 
‘of national defense have received almost top priority. Several principal 
factors account for this renewed attention to China's security needs. 
Most obvious is the political defeat and disgrace of Mao's widow Jiang 
Qing and her close associates. Policy discussion and debate are now 
unfettered by the rigid orthodoxies which China's **Gang of Four” had 
long and successfully imposed on the Chicese press : with their downfall, 
much emphasis is again being put to a broad range of issues pertaining to 
China's economic development under the general rubric of achieving the 
Four Modernizations by the year 2000. Тһе implications of military 
expenditure for the nations broader development strategies constitute a 
central element in this discussion ; hence the issue is aired again. 


Another factor accounting for this development is that Huo Guofen's 
“accession to party chairmanship has been matched by the renewed 
political ascendency of China's senior military Commanders, whose 
support was essential for Hua's consolidation of power. Hence the 
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influence of military officials and institutions is now more broadly felt 


than at any time since the Cultural Revolution and its immediate 
aftermath. | 


“Perhaps the most important consideration however, has received 
little attention. . Discussion of security issues within the context of Chinese 
domestic politics is simply long overdue. for public enumeration and 
analysis. Evidence of military policy change long antedates its recent 
public’ airing. Thus the increasing attention to national defense might 
well be deemed an inevitable consequence of political orientation evident 
over the past half decade. | 


It is also important here to recognize that Chinese concern to 
mechanization of military is not a new one. As Mao Zedong saw the 
essence of “‘people’s war" lies in.the commitment of the Chinese to doing 
all things necessary to the prosecution of war. ‘People’s war” provides а 
method of maximizing resources and using to good purpose whatever 
elements of power may be at hand. It envisions dealing with a foe through 
a variety of activities running from sabotage or small guerrilla actions to 
the full-scale management of major campaigns, thereby keeping him in a 
continuously hostile environment. In tune with this conceptual frame- 
work, the Chinese Communists under the leadership of Mao achieved 
tremendous success. 


By the mid-1970s, however, signs began to emerge of hightening . 
Chinese concern about the deficiencies in the national defense structure. 
Speaking at the Fourth, National People's Congress in January, 1975, 
Zhou Enlai defined China's task for the 1980s and beyond as" to accom- 
plish comprehensive modernization of agriculture, industry, national 
defense and scinece and technology, so that our national economy will 
be marching in the front ranks of the world" !?. This statement was not 
unique, because it was Mao who thought of moving the nation forward 
from its original **poor апФ blank position." / 


This attention reeeived a new dimension after the death of Zhou 
and Mao, and the power struggle that ousted the “Саре of Four” and 
made room for Hua's ascendency as well as the return of Deng-Xiaopeng. 
The new leadership in Beijing tried to show thattheir aim of PLA-Modern- 
ization was in tune with Mao Zedong thought. Hence, on January I, 1977, 
People's: Daily republished an important 1956 speech by Мао: “On the 
Ten Major Relationship”. This marked the beginning towards Moderni- 
zation of the PLA. ‘In his speech, Mao discussed ten major relationship 
in the sociaiist revolution and socialist reeonstruction. The third one 


+ 


46 THE CALCUTTA REVIEW _ [ JULY.-SEPT. 


of them dealt with “Тһе relationship between economic construction 
and defense construction," Here Mao argued for reduction of military 
and administrative expenditure from 30% to 20% ; this would provide 
more funds for economic ‘construction; and in course of time, “уе shall 
not only have plenty of planes and artiliery but probably have our atom 
bombs as well."?? The reason behind this republication seems to be that 
there was a need to invoke Mao's doctrinal prescription with a view to 
presenting him as an advocate of military modernization. This wonld 
enable the present leadership to achieve their goal easily. Mao argued 
for modernization—but this modernization is qualitatively different from 
what the present leadership understands by the term.. The Chieh-fang- 
chumpao (Liberation Army Daily) ол September 24, 1977, strengthened 
the case for modernization of the PLA by quoting the Chairman Hua 
who is found appealing "for revolutionization and modernization of the ` 
PLA". 'The modernization of armed forces consists, the Daily argues, 
of two major aspects: Опе is the possession of modern armaments, 
including the continuous improvement and replacement of conventional 
weapons and guided nuclear missiles. Another is the presence of people 
who can master modern weapons and the accompanying modern military 
knowledge and technical military strategy"?*. If this is the correct 
understanding Mao Zedong thought, I must say that it is a deliberate - 
distortion of his thought. What Mao wanted was not import of sophis- 
ticated weapons from foreign countries, but the development of those 
within the country ; for this reason he urged for reduction of military 
administrative expenses for the construction of factories which would 
produce military armaments by themselves. What is mooted here is the 
concept of “self-reliance”. Moreover quick modernization of, the PLA 
goes against the Maoist doctrine of “People’s war,” which relies on the 
superiority of the human elements, to overcome inferiority in weapons 
and technology. In case of ‘defensive war,’ people would participate 
spontaneously to defend their motherland from foreign aggression, but in 
case of “offensive war," people's whole hearted participation is what will 
-be lacking. Here lies the necessity of a highly niechanized military. One 
might argue here that in various political, military and diplomatic guises, 
the Soviet Union has been deemed the principal threat to the security of 
People’s. Republic. Hence Chinese views of contemporary world politics. 
and the People’s Republic of China’s security objectives are both 
dominated by hostile portraits of Soviet intent and behaviour. This 
might be an argument, but not the actual reason for PLA modernization, 
Soviet Union has been a great peril to world peace since late 1950s. Mao 
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not unaware of it, even though what he ПЕРИ И was not 
“modernization from outside," but the doctrine of **people's war.’ dd 


The debate raised much controversy before the adoption of ‘Four 
Modernizations’ among the Chinese military personnel too. Nonetheless 
the stand was justified on the ground that Mao never deprecated the 
importance of weapon in warfare. At the same time, importance given 
to ‘human element’ in war makes us believe that the doctrine of people’s 
war remains the cornerstone of China’s defense strategy and must 
continue so long as the Chinese have to rely on the ‘human element’ to 
overcome their technological inferiority. Challenging that doctrine, 
therefore has the potential of raising, questions about the regime’s ability 
to defend the country adequately. 


The discussion will now shed light on another important aspect, i.e. 
party-army relationship in the context of Four Modernizations. 


The army carrried out coup against the ‘Sanghai group’ and arrested 
the ‘Gang of Four.’ The credit for this operation goes to the famous 
unit 8341 commanded by Mao’s veteran chief of Security Wang-Tung-hsing. 
For his success he was made one of the party’s four Vice Chairmen, by 
the Eleventh Party Congress, 1977.2? 


` Once the coup was over, the Chich-fang-chun Pao (Liberation Army 
Daily) in its editorlals and reports purpotedly written by various units, 
tried to consolidate Hua’s position. It stressed his legitimacy as Mao’s 
successor, higlighted his virtues, attacked his rivals and pledged its 
loyalty to him. The army daily also continuosly linked Hua’s name with 
that of “Yeh Chien Ying, (the army general), pointing to a bond between 
the two leaders. АП this was necessitated to have a strong military 
voice within the ruling elite, which the army has been lacking after the 
demise of Lin Biao and other top military leaders as a result of their 
alleged plot to assassinate Mao. 


The present position of the army does in no case prove it to be 
independent of party’s control because the Maoist slogan is still honoured. 
“The party controls the gun and will never allow the gun to control the 
party”. Hence the present leadership has strongly condemned the 
tendency*of some Commandors to disobey orders to go to their own way. 
It has emphasized that command of the army ultimately rests with the 
Party's Military Affairs’? Committee, the order of which is to be carried 
out without question. The leaders have restated that leadership at all 
levels of the armed forces is exercised by party Committees which practise 
a division of labour between military Commandors and political 
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Commissars. They have underlined the importance of 'political work" 
in the army of adhering to the “mass line" in dealing with subordinates. 


In the current PLA-Party relationship, the PLA seems to have 
accepted its subordinate position vis-a-vis the party.2* One reason might 
be strong loyalty of the PLA personnel to Maoist doctrine "party 
Commands the gun". Even its dissident groups will apparently accept 
the Central leaderships’ command’ Conflicts that now arise are therefore, 
likely not to be “ideological but bureaucratic in the sense that the PLA 
now operates only.as a pressure group vis-a-vis the top leadership" 24 
Thus after years of neglect by the central leadership, the PLA has 
returned to professionalism so much so that it becomes almost impossible 
to maintain an equilibrium between “experts of command” and “experts 
of symbols”. Іп the immediate afthermath of Mao’s era, the centre of 
gravity has tilted in favour of the *'experts of symbols". 


The Fourth section of this article deals with the changes in chapter 
three, the Fundamental Rights and Duties of citizens of the 1978 
constitution. Before the Fifth Plenum of C.P.C. Eleventh Central. 
Committee, Article 45 runs as follows : 


“Citizens enjoy freedom of speech correspondence, the press, 
assembly, association, procession, demonstration and the freedom to 
` strike and have the right to “speak out freely, air their views fully, hold 

great debates, and write big-character posters;"?5 


The last four expressions locating four vital- freedoms are селеу 
the repetitions of Article 13 of the 1975 constitütion : 


“Speaking out freely, airing views fully, holding great debates and 
writing big-character posters are new forms of carrying on socialist 
revolution created by the masses of the реоріе”,%6 


This article was not an expression of classical western liberties 
rather it was an articulation of the political techniques widely practised 
in the late 1950s, during the anti-rightist campaign, the Great Leap 
Forward Movement, and the Cultural Revolution in the 1960s. Article 
13 made it clear that it was not just an expression protecting dndividual 
rights, it was as well а technique which would enable the masses to 
participate in the political struggle under party guidance and at the same 
'an instrument of consolidation of party leadership over the state. In. 
other words, these. political freedoms were perceived to be the tools of 
the party which at least in theory can never get alienated from the masses. 
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The same is true with regard to Article 45 of the new constitution. 
The party's urge to involve the masses in day to day events of the People's 
Government was manifested by incoporating these freedoms in the 
“Fundamental Law". Another reason might be Mao’s attempt to keep 
party always in constant supervision by the people. This will enable 
the party to understand that it is the "Vanguard of the people" (Article 2 
of the 1975 Constitution) and not more, and hence they are to work as 
` the driver of саг. Just as a piston, which by utilizing steam moves the 
engine ahead, the party acting as a guide and thereby ensuring people's 
participation. This does not meen that the process embraces a single- 
` way traffic, on the contrary, it is a two-way traffic." This spirit was very 
much reflected in Mao's “Big-character poster", (5th August, 1966) 
“Bombard The Party Head quarters’: “Adopting the reactionary stand 
of the bourgeoisie, the party has enforced à bourgeois dictatorship and 
struck down the surging movement of the great Cultural Revolution of 
fhe proletariat. The leading Comrades have stood facts on their head 
and juggled black and white encircled and suppressed revolutionaries, 
stifled opinions differing from their own, imposed a white terror, and 
felt very pleased with themselves. They have puffed up the arrogance of 
the bourgesisie and defeated the morale of the proletariat’’.27 


What Mao wanted to focus on was the emergence of bureaucracy 
within the party. This growth will inevitably result in alienation between 
the masses and the party; since the party is true only with reference to 
the people, it cannot be above the people. 


But the Fifth Plenum made a profound change in this line of 
argument. This session blamed China's fledging human rights movement 
for stalling modernization drive. Ав a result the Central Committee 
called for. the deletion of the crucial portion of Article 45. "This portion 
dealing with the practices of “speaking out freely, airing views freely, 
holding great debates, and writing big character posters" are not a good 
way to achieve socialist democracy and are unable to perfect socialist 
legal system. “These practices taken ds a whole never played a positive 
role in safeguarding the people's democratic rights, but on the contrary, 
hampered the people in the normal exercise of their democratic rights," ?8 
The deletion of this portion means that the practice of exposing and 
and criticizing. others by writing ‘big-character posters’ without any 
‘scruple, which was an integral part of the Cultural Revolution, is gone 
away. The Beiging Review in a report rationalized the stand of the 
leadership in case of this vital change. In an interview Gan Yuanli, 


C.R.—7 


so THE CALCUTTA REVIEW [ JULY-SEPT 
“а peasant deputy jotted down the reason why there should be no provi- 
sion of big character posters. According to him, big character posters 
аге to be banned because of the three reasons: (a) during the Cultural 
Revolution, many people had put-up big-character posters all over the 
place to promote their bourgeois factional set-up and knock out their- 
rivals ; (b) big-character posters were exploited by some people to libel 
others, to smear people as widely as possible and to create chaos; and 
(c) big-character Posters were a big waste of ink and paper."*? Another 
ground provided for deletion is that the remaining part of the Article 
already has given the citizens “freedom of speech, ‘assembly, association, 
procession, demonstration and the freedom to strike." The deleted 
portion thus serves no pops hence it should have no place in the 
‘Fundamental Law’. ` 

We have to see now whether these institutional changes will develop 


“а centralized bureaucracy or ensure people’s participation through mass 


channels as well. But there is no denying the fact that there are symp- 
toms of de-Maoization. By changing the institution, the present leader- 
ship is attacking Mao from under а véil. The de-staliation which shook 
Russia to its core and changed the course of history also began with 
veiled attacks on Stalin after his passing away. This attack marked the 


_ victory of the revisionist. leadership that had come to power after Stalin. 


* 


Though Stalin was the target of attack, the reál target was the socialism 
and Communist movement. 

In the Soviet Union de-Stalinization was quite spectacular. Іп 
China, de-Maoization has assumed a more cautious and deceptive form. 
The present Chinese leadership aims. at changing the basic foundation 
on which the Chinese political system stands. It is not an abrupt process, 
but a gradual one. This process was almost complete by March, 1980, | 
when the Fifth Plenum formally rehabilitated Liu Shaogi who was. 
denigrated as “Chinese Khruschev" during the Cultural Revolution. 
There is, no doubt, an important differénce in respect of the methods 
used in the Soviet Union and China. In China, de-Maoization has been 
carried out not abruptly, but quietly, step by step and with justification 
from Mao Zedong-thought. Here lies the paradox. While overthrowing 
Mao, the present leadership could not refrain from using. Mao’s image, 
just as what its Soviet counterpart.did with regard to Lenin. “But snip- 
ping at Mao himself started about a year ago and and there are straws in 
the wind that indicate the Chinese masses are being prepared for dé- 
Maoization in the sense of Setugraon of Mao personally ata Е 
time."*9 - 
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E FORD: THE ROMANTIC ARTIST 
JIBESH BHATTACHARYYA 


John Ford has often been summarily dismissed as merely a decadent 
writer. Critics, by and large, generally concentrate on the limitations of 
Ford as a dramatist and tend to ignore his merits. The negative features 
of his dramas are emphasized at the expense of the positive ones. 
Perhaps, it is partly because he belongs to'an age which is popularly held 
as a decadent one that he is decried generally by critics in this manner. 
It, however, cannot be asserted that because one belongs to a particular 
age, one imbibes all the distinctive drawbacks of that age.. 


John Ford has not received the appreciation he deserves бесшде he 
has been looked at by the critics from a wrong end. “Although Ford 
flourished in the early seventeenth century, he was not óne of the lesser 
Jacobean or Caroline dramatists: He was a belated Elizabethan. He 
was virtually steeped in the romanticism that characterized the poems and 
dramas of the great Elizabethans like Spenser, Marlowe, and Shakespeare. 
True it is that many Jacobean playwrights displayed their romantic 
disposition in their works, but they did so only in snatches. But Ford, 

whose literary works, too, fall within the post-Elizabethan period, shows 
an exceptionally romantic béüt of mind. Indeed, Ford can be called a 
romanticist-par excellence. 


Fords’s romanticism, however, can be better арене if we 
consider it from the point of view of nineteenth century Romanticism. 
For; Ford seems to be kindred in spirit with the great Romantic poets 
like Byron, Shelley, and Keats. This aspect of Ford: has been rightly 
indicated by Janet Spens when she has described Ford as a ‘Jacobean 
Shelley with Shelley’s yearning for à world in which the mind and spirit 
are the only important factors’.t It is unfortunate that this special 
characteristic of Ford has not been sufficiently considered by critics. 


| Ford is a romantic artist to the tips of his fingers. Traces of 
romanticism can be discerned in the plays of his contémporaries, but it 
seems to be more pronounced in him than in most of his fellow dramatists. 


n 
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In this he is a worthy disciple of John Webster. Іп his peculiar interest 
in characters, especially women characters, in his preoccupation with the 
“melancholy humour, and in his superb poetiy, Ford comes close to the 


Romantic poets of the early nineteenth century. Не is indeed, the. 


‘Jacoban Shelley’ as Janet Spens has characterized him. He may also be 


described as a ‘Jacobean Byron’ oppressed with a feeling of melancholy and: 


loneliness, and haunted Бу some secret terror in his heart. As in the 
case of Byron and Shelley, the passion of love is Ford’s magnificent 
obsession. Ford’s dramas seem to glorify the triumph of true love. 
Even the names of some of the plays of Ford like Love’s Sacrifice, 
The Lover’s Melancholy, and The Broken Heart draw ovr attention to the 
fact that Ford is primarily concerned with love. And love is the soul 


of romantic poetry. The theme of love provides ample scope to a writter. 


to.display human passions and emotions with all the warmth of which ` 
the human heart is capable. Ford's romantic mind is naturally inclined : 


to this theme which is congenial to his peculiar taste and temperament. 


"Love is not the exclusive province of the romantic writers alone. It 
has been the perennial theme in literature. But the way it has been 
treated and presented by the poets of the early nineteenth century is some- 
thing unique in its own way. And Ford's handling of the theme of love 
reminds us of the later Romantic poets.. The fact that the writers of the 
Jater Romantic period were fascinated by the plays -of Ford and his 
contemporaries is-also corroborated by George Steiner who observes : 


English romanticism -rediscovered Marlowe, Chapman, 
Tourner, Middleton, Webster, and Ford. With the publica- 
tion of Lamb’s Specimens of English Dramatic Poets in 1808; 
a treasure house of rhetoric and tragic sentiment was opened 
to the romantic pursuit of drama ..... Hence we find in Lamb's 
John Woodyil. not only a slavish imitation of 4s You Like it, 
but passages modelled on Ford and on Dr. Faustus.? 


Ford sometimes upholds the Platonic conception of love like some 


of the Romantic poets. D. К. Anderson Jr., while discussing the Platonic - 


cult of love in Ford’s The Broken Heart, remarks that, ‘The clearest 
instance of Ford’s Platonism occurs in the first of the play's four songs.'? 
F.S. Boas also holds the same view. Не says, ‘Ford is apprently 
influenced by the parevalent cult of Platonic love in the court of Queen 
Henrietta Maria.* .The bridal- song at the wedding of Euphrania and 
. Prophilus in The Broken Heart |“Неаті by holy union wedded/More than 
theirs. by custom bedded' (Act 3, sc. 4), or Fernando's protestation to 
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Bianca in Love's Sacrifice ['Heaven forbid that.I/Should by a wanton 


appetite profane/This sacred temple’ (Act 2, sc. 4)] bears testimony to 
Ford’s Platonism. 


Love in Ford, however, is not always Platonic’. or something 
spiritual, though in The Broken Heart both love and beauty have been 
idealized. It is often passionate, effusive, and sometimes even sensual. 
To some extent it may be called Byronic or Keatsian. Ford, like Marston, 
Middleton, and others, has dealt with incestuous love even, particularly 
in his ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore. 


Ford has made experiments with the theme of incest t like a ЖЕГЕН 
psychologist in his ‘Tis Pity She's a whore. Instead of- being biased by 
any moral dogma, he seeks to present the human side of such love. 
Giovanni and Annabella are brother and sister. Society, therefore, will 
not approve of their love. But, Annabella is fair, beautiful and charming. 
So, Giovanni feels an irresistible attraction for her, and Annabella also 
loves her brother dearly. Of course, this love is not brotherly or sisterly 
affection, but is another name for carnal passion. And Ford shows 
that such a love consumes the lovers and cannot ыш to ultimate 
happiness. 


Incest is a theme that has ever attaracted writers with а romantic 
. bent of mind. The poets of the Romantic Revival, particularly, have 
been powerfully drawn to this subject. Thus Shelley, in his Сепсі, has 
taken for his theme an incestuous love affair. Again, the secret cause 
from which Byron's eponymous bero suffers in Manfred is generally 
thought to be some kind of incestuous feeling akin to Byron's own feeling 
for his half sister, August Leigh. F. W. Bateson has gone so far as to 
suggest that even Wordsworth had incestuous ЕЕЕ for Dorothy, his 
*dear, dear' sister. 


Incestuous relationship results from an ЕІ апа intensely 
passionate state of mind. It is a sort of mental aberration. And a mind 
that is deeply surcharged with romantic emotion is liable to such 
distraction. Interestingly enough, the Romantic poets themselves һауе 
felt, in their own lives, a tumultuous passion. that has led them to a mood 
of melancholy and despair. That a romonticaly inclined person is 
instinctively drawn to the theme of incest is proved not only from Byron's 
and Shelley's interest in this theme, but also from the fact that Elemir 
Bourges, a French novelist (1852-1925), who has been similarly steeped in 
romanticism, has used it for his novel named LeCrépuscule des dieux (1884) 
It is interesting to note at this point that Bourges has knowledge of Ford’s 
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plays and, at least in this novel, he has been cud influenced by 
Ford's ‘Tis Pity She's a Where. 


Ford has insisted on the fact that it is the beauty of Annabella by 
which Giovanni has been greatly fascinated. To the Friar, Giovanni 
says : 

. Must I not praise 

That beauty which, if fram'd anew, the gods 

Would make a god of, if they had it there, 

And kneel to it, as I do kneel to them ? _ (Act 1, sc. 1) 
Again on another occasion, he gives а glowing description of Annabella's 
beauty to the Friar : : 

View well her face, and in that little round 

You may observe a world's variety ; 

For colour, lips ; for sweet perfumes, her breath ; 

For jewels, eyes ; for threads of purest gold, 

Hair ; for delicious choice of flowers, cheeks ; 

Wonder in every portion of that throne 

Hear her but speak, and you will swear the spheres 

Make music to the citizens in heaven: (Act 2, sc. 5) 


This description unmistakably points to a mind that is highly romantic. 
Indeed, incest is the word by which the world will label this love. But 
this label will certainly. not obscure intensity of passion that lovers feel 
foreach other. Ford has not depicted this pasion as the world may · 
ordinarily see it. His romantic heart is far more conscious of the strange 
beauty underlying the unnatural pasion of this amorous pair than that of 
any other person having a sense of conventional morality. Besides, the 
literary treatment of incestuous love sometimes betrays a highly poetic 
temperament. ` 
The romantic шім of Ford reveals itself in the naming of the plays. 

The title of the play “Тіз Pity She's Whore betrays the pathos of sad 
Annabella'slife. Tragedies-of the Elizabethan period and particularly 
those of Shakespeare are generally. named after the tragic hero. But Ford 
does not follow this convention. Не is more interested in his women than 
in his men. So, in 'Tis Pity She's.a Whore the sad life and end of 
Annabella attracts his attention more than the tragic fate of Giovanni. 
In the title, therefore, he draws our attention to the ill-fated Annabella 
and expresses his genuine sympathy for her. His chivalrous heart seems 
to feel infinite pity for (ће ill-fated woman who has been a victim of 
circumstances. It is the voice of Ford, teeming with sincere regret for the 
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бай end of Annabella, that we hear when the Cardinal says : *Of one so 
young, so rich in nature's store,/Who could not say, ‘Tis Pity she’s а 
Whore ? (Act 5, sc. 6). The title of this play also betarys Ford's 
romantic defiance. The complete title of the play is, Tis Pity She'sa 
Whore, but most critics mention the name as ‘Tis Pity only. This they 
do perhaps, more from a sense of prudery than for mere convenience. 
The могі Whore ‘seems to be indecorous and a taboo іп a cultured 
society. Hence, the critics are shy of using this word, arid that is probably 
one of the reasons why they mention the play as ‘Tis Pity only. The roman- 
ticists, however, have the boldness to defy what is conventional or what is 
rather a taboo. They are ever curious to pry into the regions of the 
unnatural, the abnormal, the extraordinary. This attitude has inspired 
Ford not only to deal with the theme of incest—a forbidden thing in a 
civilized society—but also to use the word ‘whore’ in the title itself. 


The title of the play The Broken Heart, too, is a testimony to Ford’s 
insistent romantic mood. The heart is the dwelling place of love and this 
dwelling place is very fragile. Shelley in one of his beautiful lyrics 
writes : : : 

O Love! who bewailest 
The frailty of all things here, 
Why choose you the frailest 
For your cradle, your home, and your, bier ? - 

(The Flight of Love) 
Indeed, love and heart are the prime materials of romantic poetry. And 
‘heart’ occupies a prominent place in the play of Ford. Penthea loses her 
heart to Orgilus, Euphranea loses her heart to Prophilus, and finally 
Calantha dies of a broken heart, as she has also given her heart to Ithocles. 
The madness and death of Penthea are due to the fact that she has lost 
her heart to Orgilus, and her forced marriage to Bassanes, according to 
her, is tantamount to adultery. Orgilus’s motive of revenge is also 
probably, to all intents and purposes, nourished by the loss of his heart to 
Penthea, Thus the whole plot of this play moves round the central theme 
oflove whose dwelling place is the heart. And, as in many romantic 
poems so also in this drama, the lovethat is displayed is almost a worship. 
Indeed, love, romantic love, is the keystone of the whole dramatic arch of 
The Broken Heart. And the choice of such a title for the dramatic story 
dealing with love's martyrs shows how poetic and romantic is ше mind of 
‘the dramatist. 

Ford also betrays his romantic idealism in the naming of his play 
Loves Sacrifice. The play presents the tragic death of Bianca at the hand 
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of her credulous and suspicious husband, The Duke of Pavia. But, in the 
eyes of Ford, this is a great sacrifice made by the Duke at the altar of 
love, and he presents the scene of Bianca’s murder in. a- manner 
apropriate to such a conception. Ford has transformed an ordinary 
murder in this play into: а noble sacrifice by the rich alchemy of a mind 
surcharged with intense romanticism. 

The title of the play The Lover's Melancholy brings together two of | 
the major obsessions of a typically romantic writer : love and melancholy. 
It is commonly held that Ford has conceived this play under tlie influence 
of а very popular work, The Anatomy of Melancholy by Robert Burton. 
That Ford is instinctively attracted by the work of Burton unmistakeably. 
shows his romantic predilection. , Preoccupation with melancholy or 
sadness is a characteristic feature of the Romantic poets. Although 
influenced by. Burton, Ford's melancholy seems to resemble that which is 
found in the poets of the Romantic Revival. Indeed, melancholy is the 
word that we must readily associate with Byron, Shelley, or Keats. 
Romantic melancholy is the most distinctive characteristic of Byron. 
The Byronic hero is notable for his melancholy, a melancholy often more 
sentimental than sincere. Shelley, too, shares with other Romantic 
poets of his agé this strain of melancholy and self-pity. Evidence of his 
mood of melancho'y can be had in many of his superb poems like 
Alastor, Adonais, Stanzas Written in Dejection Near .Naples and Ode to 
the West Wind. Keats, the youngest of the major Romantic poets, also 
displayed à strange note of wearied sadness in his poems. We hear-it 
not only in La Belle Dame Sans Merci and in Ode to a Nightingale but 
also in poems directly dealing with nature. Thesame kind of romantic 
melacholy, it may be presumed, has inspired Ford to look for his theme | 
in Burton's book in his first attempt to write a play independently. He 

‘not only makes most of his characters. wear the mask of melancholy, but 
also uses the word ‘melancholy’ in the very title of the play. 


-The-world of Ford, either tragic or comic, consists of three major 
elements—woman, love, and consequent melancholy. Such a world is 
undoubtedly akin to “the world in which the Romantic poets move. 
Hence in order to’ enter into this world -one must bring with one a mind 
| that feels, à heart that sympathizes, and а soul that communicates. 


The essentially romantic mind of Ford betrays itself in the presenta- 
tion of death in his plays. Romanticists long for death, but the death 
they conceive of is fraught with beauty. Ford’s death-scenes similarly 
have a pathetic beauty that lends a distinctive charm to his plays. The 
scene in which the Duke murders his dear wife, Bianca, in Love's Sacrifice, 
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is highly poetic, He stabs Bianca with the words: ‘Farewell ;/Thus go 
in everlasting sleep to dwell". (Act 5, sc. 1). Тһе Duck also bursts forth 

"jnto an emotional utterance as blood streams out of his vein after he has 
қазба himself near the tomb of his beloved Bianca : 


So! Igrow sweetly empty ; all the pipes 

Of life unvessel life.—Now, heavens, wipe out 
The writting of my sin !—Bianca, this 

I creep to thee—to thee—to thee,— Bi-an-ca.- 


(Dies) (Act 5, sc. .3) 


This iine fading away into death, although somewhat morbid ; but 
then, morbidity is perhaps sometimes unavoidable in romantic writing. 
‘I grow sweetly empty’ is an expression that will be the envy of any 
romantic poet. The sentimental way in which both Penthea and Calantha 
of The Broken Heart meet their death also bespeaks,Ford's genuinely 
romantic temperament. Tragedy, as we know, concerns exceptional 
suffering and death. But we cannot imagine how poetic and romantic 
death may be, unless we witness the death scenes of The Broken Heart. 
This conception of a painless flowery death is essentially the same as 
visualized by Keats in Ode to a Nightingale: “To cease upon the 
midn'ght with no pain." This preoccupation with death is a characteristic 
feature of the Romantic poets. And some of the protagonists of Ford 
appear to possess a “‘deeply rooted death-wish."5 Orgilus’s manner of | 
meeting his death has a glow of romance in it. When asked as to how he 
likes to die, Orgilus replies: “To bleed to death" (Act 5, sc. 2), and 
when his "Life's fountain is dried up" (Act 5, sc. 2), he welcomes death 
in a truly romantic spirit. A lyrical conception of death abounds in the. 
poems of many eminent poets of the Romantic period of the early 
nineteenth century. Thus Shelley writes: **......death like sleep might 
steal on me "(Stanzas Written in Dejection Near Naples) and Keats wants 
to “swoon to death" and he is “half in love with easeful Death.” А 
- similar concepton | of a poetic death occurs in the speech of Penthea : «чь 
a fine deceit/To pass away in a dream !" (The Broken Heart, Act 4, 
sc. 2. Giovanni, in ‘Tis Pity She's a Whore, while in the throes of death, 
also welcomes death in a similar poetic vein : “Death, thou’ Tt a guest 
long look’d for ; ; for; I 'embrace/Tliee and thy wounds ! !” (Act 5, sc. 6). 
In fact, it is because of the fine romantic sensitiveness that Ford has in 
him, that he seeks to find beauty even in death. 


Humanism or love for fellow beings is a feature that draws Ford 
closer to the romanticists. . Ford, in his tragedies, generally portrays the 
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by-ways of human relationships. He seems to have taken a special 
interest in such relations. between men and women as are a taboo in the 
society. But he portrays the love displayed by these men and women 
with sympathy and understanding. This love for human beings, even and 
particularly in their sins or folly,-is a characteristic romantic feature іл 
Ford. The Romantic poets appear as rebels against the existing ideals 
and conventions. In its aspect of defiance Romanticism manifested itself 
as a violent protest not only against institutions as such, but against the 
very conditions under which life has to be lived on earth. The loudest 
and most emphatic of these rebels is undoubtedly Byron. Shelley also 
finds this world extremely miserable and burdensome. It is the same 
romantic temperament which enables Ford to create such characters as 
Giovanni and Fernando. Giovani and Fernando are lovers, but their 
love will not get social sanction. For, Govanni loves his own sister and 
Fernando loves another man’s wife. This does not, however, put a barrier, 
in any way, in the pursuit of their love. Thus, they are, in a sense, rebels 
against the existing conventions of the society and assert their individuality 
in the most robust manner. Indeed, Ford stresses personal freedom with 
the same intensity as does a Romantic poet. When Penthea tells her 
brother Ithocles, “She that's wife to Orgilus, and lives/In known adultery 
with Bassanes/Is at the best a whore” (Act 3, sc. 2), or Adurni approaches 
Spinella, the wife of his friend Auria, demanding her love, or Fernando 
. seeks to win the favour of Bianca, the duchess, they are asserting their 
‘romantic individualism’. Society may condemn such persons, but Ford 
has boundless sympathy for them. Ford has a deep romantic insight 
into the hearts of his men and women, and he lays bare to us, with the © 
help of his creative imagination, their passions and sentiments, hopes and 
aspirations, agonies and ecstasies. 


The romantic mind of Ford reveals itself through the fine poetic 
speeches that he has given to his characters. In The Broken Heart, one 
of the finest tragedies of Ford, there rings a sweet poetic tune not only. 
in the four songs of the drama but also in the amorous speches of the 
lovers. The song that brings an end to Penthea's miserable life (Act 4, 
sé. 3) seems to have been composed by the pathos wrung out of Penthea’s 
heart. In its melancholy tune, in its deepening pathos, in its intense 
lyricism, in its pervading sentimentality, the song echoes a perfect 
romantic mood. Тһе last song that closes the life of sad Calantha (Act 5, 
sc. 3) is equally telling in its effect. None but a person whose heart is 
surcharged with music and poetry can write such fine pieces of pure lyric. 
And this.quality definitely associates Ford with the Romantic poets of 
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the early’ nineteenth century. ‘Tis Pity She's a Whore also displays 
flashes of rare poetic talent. According to Virginia Woolf, ‘The play, 
after all, is poetry’.® The speech containing Giovanni’s praise of 
Annabella’s beauty is expressed in the most voluptuous kind of poetry, 
reminiscent, in certain ways, of Angele’s description of Isabella’s beauty 
in Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure. Giovanni tells bis sister : 
The lily and the rose, most sweetly strange, ` 
Upon your dimpled cheeks do strive for change : 
Such lips would tempt a saint ; such hands as:these 
Would make an anchorite lascivious. (Act 1, sc. 3) 
Giovanni appears here as a worshipper of beauty. There аге lily and 
rose on her dimpled cheeks, her lips and hands are such as to evoke 
passionate desires even in persons who have renounced the world. This 
highly sensuous description of Annabella's beauty is almost Keatsian. 
For pure seusuousness these verses are unparalleled and they may remind 
us of the ‘fine. excess’ characteristic of a Romantic poet like Keats. 
Some of the fine poetic speeches have been given to Farnando, the 
romantic protagonist of Ford’s Love's Sacrifice. Fernando tells the 
Duke after Bianca has been murdered : ы 
Couldst thou rear up another world like this; 
Another like to that, and more, or more, 
Herein thou art most wretched ; all the wealth 
Of all those worlds could not redeem the loss 
Of such a spotless wife. Glorious Bianca 
Reign in the triumph of thy martyrdom ; 
Earth was unworthy of thee! (Асі 5, sc. 2) К 
The Duke finally realises that Bianca has really been chaste, and out of 
great remorse for the deed he has done, he commits suicide by stabbing 
himself, and thelast words with which he meets his death offer a fine 
example of Ford's poetic power. РегКіп Warbeck, too, displays bright 
flashes of poetry. Not only. Warbeck himself, but also his secretary 
. Frion, Lady Katherine, King Henry, and even Dalyell speak in this play 
in а highly emotional language. Тһе speech of Warbeck towards the 
end of the play, where he faces death with an insouciance and a denaner, 
is full of fine poetry : 


Death ? pish ! ‘tis but a sound ; a name of.air ; 

А minute's storm, or not so much : to tumble 

From bed to bed, be massacred alive 

By some physicians, for a month ortwo, · | 
In hope of freedom from a fever's torments, (Act 5, sc. 3) 
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The Lover’s Melancholy also contains some of the remarkable poetic 
passages of Ford. Thus, while Menaphon describes to Amethus how a 
strange youth contended with a nightingale, "Nature's best skill'd 
musician’, to prove his own superiority in music, he says : 

The bird, ordain'd to be - | 

Music's first martyr, strove to imitate 

These several sounds ; which when her warbling throat 
Fail'd.in, for grief down dropp'd she on his lute, 

And brake her heart. (Act 1, sc. 1) 


*Nature's best skill'd musician’, ‘music’s first martyr’, ‘warbling throat’ 
are expressions which at once make us conscious of a romantic mind 
which alone can conceive such fine phrases. Meleander, in his distracted 
mood, and Parthenophil also utter beautiful poetic speeches. In The 
Lady's Trial Auria and even the braggart Spaniard Guzman speak in a · 
highly emotional and picturesque language. Ford's romantic mind 
liberates itsélf through excellent imaginative speeches given to the various. 
characters of his plays. The imagery, the rhythm, the verve, the sponta- 
‘neous flow of the verses definitely reveal a genuine poet in him surcharged 
with the true spirit of romanticisni that seeks beauty in everything. Thus 
Ford, who is generally neglected and sometimes even adversely criticized 
with the exce ption of a few flashes of appreciation here and there, may be 
expected to get the recognition lie deserves, once we realize his basically 


romantic temperament which invests his:plays with their шаны 
жаашы quality: - 
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"AN APPROACH TO THE MEASURES OF ` 
. SOCIOMETRIC CHOICE" | 
G. B. SAHA and S. K. BISWAS 


A Sociometric measure is a means of assessing the attractions, or 
attractions and repulsion, within the members of a given group. It usually 
involves each member of the group privately specifing which other 
taembers he likes or wishes to work or eat or live beside and which ones 
he dislikes or wishes to avoid. When the choice for an individual member 
by all other members of a group are taken into account to determine the 
group's choice for him, we may call it sociometric choice. Іп this way 
it is possible to assign choice status for each member of a group 
whereby we can find out the individuals of highest and lowest 
sociometric choice. . 


The protagonist in the field of sociometry is J. L. Moreno. His first 
important publication in this direction was “Who shall survive 7” (1934). 
He advocated the following requirements for the sociometric test : 
(1) The limits of the group should be indicated to the subjects ; (2) the 
subjects should be permitted to choose or to reject more than one member 
of the group ; (3) the subjects should be .asked to indicate the individuals 
they choose or reject in terms of specific criteria ; (4) results of the 

sociometric questions should be used to restructure the group (5) the 
^ subjects should be permitted . to make their choices and rejections 
privately, without other members of the group being able to identify the 
responses ; (6) the questions used should be gauged to e level of 
understanding of the members of the group. Е 


The above requirements are considered as preconditions for a model 
of sociometric measure. However, there are relatively few studies in this 
area that meet all these requirements, Current techniques seldom involve 
. the promise of restructuring the group. Іп many cases this restructuring 
ofthe group is not possible beacuse of the nature of the group or the 
nature of the criterion. ,Могепо” (1934) original study was with a large 
closed community group, but current research (Tagiuri and’ Kogan, 1960 ; 
Reina 1961 ; Lerner, 1965) more frequently involves smaller closed 
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groups, temporary experimental groups, two-person interactions, and even 
artificial groups. It is obvious that the precondition that the groups 
have existed over a period of time is often set aside. Barker's (1942) 
investigation of “first impressions" is an early example of a study where 
it was necessary to administer the sociometric technique before any 
prolonged interaction. 


One important modification involves specifying the number of 
- choices the individual is required to make. -Some investigators have 
limited their data to one or two or three choices—such as most and/or 
least preferred group members (Fishbein, 1965; Lott and Lott, 1960). 
More often, each subject is asked to respond to each of the group 
members by ranking them with respect to one or more variables (Backman 
and Secord, 1962 ; Borgatta, 1960 ; Tagiuri and Kogan, 1960). 


There is an appreciable number of techniques that deviate from the 
original model of Moreno but still remain sufficiently similar to the 
Sociometric measure. ` 


Sociometric Self-rating or relational analysis. 


This technique involves the use of tlie Sociometric self-rating or 
prediction of one's sociometric choice, for example, "Who do you think 
will choose you?” This method was first mentioned by Moreno (1942) 
in connection with the training of subjects’ perception of others through 
repeated sociometric trials. Tagiuri (1952) has elaborated and developed _ 
this approach. under the title of “relational analysis,” and has indicated 
its usefulness in the study of social perception. A further step has been 


to ask subjects to guess all the choices of all members of the group 
about self. 


Scaling method 


Gardner and Thompson (1956) constructed a set of scales designed 
to.elicit the individual's ratings of members of the group in terms of their 
capacity to satisfy the following needs : affiliation, playmirth, succorance, 
and ,achievement-recognition. The scales involved a series of forced- 
choice comparisons of group members and resulted in a rating on each 
variable, from each subject, for each other member of the group. 
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Multirelation Sociometric survey. 


This is an extension of the sociometric test and mainly deals with 
organisational groups. It has systematically incorporated additional data 
(Massarik et al., 1953 ; Weschler, Tannenbaum, and Talbot, 1952). In 
this adaptation two classes of questions (criteria) are ‘utilized, that is, 
organizational “goal-directed” and *non-goal-directed." For each goal- 
directed activity five relations are taken into account: (1) the prescribed 
relations defined by leaders of the organization; (2) the, prescribed 
relations as perceived by the subjects ; (3) the actual relations which the 
subjects report ; (4) the desired i.e. the relations normally dscertained by 
a positive sociometric test; (5) the rejected і.е. the relations normally 
ascertained by a negative sociometric test.. With these’ five sets of data, 
expandable by the number of criteria used, it is possible to establish a 
large number -of meaningful indices for the classification of relational 
patterns in an organization. j 


Estimates of time 


Moreno, Jennings, and Sargent (1940) suggested the use of estimates 
of-time as a means of measuring the intensity of choice. In this procedure 
the investigator asks the members of the group to estimate the proportion 
of time, given a finite limit, that they would like to spend interacting with 
the other members ofthe group іп а given activity. This technique has 
been further adapted by other researchers (Kanungo, 1966; Stogdill, 1949) 
to know the subjects" estimates of actual amount of time spent in contact 
with various group members. А further modification involves securing 
information about actual visits in a community setting (Loomis and 
Davidson, 1939 b). 


Guess-—who technique 


_ The origins of this method refer to Hartshorne, ‘May, and Maller 
(1929). This technique involves presenting the subjects with various 
behaviour descriptions and -asking them to “guess who" among the 
members of their group best. fits with this description. By varying the 
descriptions along various kinds of positive and negative continua it is 
possible to obtain, in terms of the frequency with which ^ they are selected 
for the various descriptions, an ordering of the Sancte that bears rough 
correspondence. to sociometric data. . 7 x i 


C.R.—9 
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Ratings of interpersonal attractiveness 
1 . a 


Simple ordinal rating scales of various lengths have been employed 
as measures of interpersonal attraction. Examples include a two-point 
scale (Keislar, 1961), a five-point scale (Reese, 1961), several nine-point 
scales (Deutsch and Solomon, 1959), a 21-роіші scale (Aronson and 
Linder, 1965), and a scale utilizing 100 points which may well represent 
ihe upper limits of this approach (Newcomb, 1961). А social-distance 
measure has been used by Triandis (1964) in which subjects respond on 
a nine-point scale concerning various types of interaction. Factor analysis 
was employed to explore the way in which subjects structure social 
relations. 


A version of the Semantic differential was in use in several socio- 
metric studies. The sum of the rating on the. evaluated (for example, 
good-bad) scales are summed to yield a subject's attitude toward any 
object, including another individual (Deutsch and Solomon 1959 ; 
Fishbein, 1965). 


A number of investigators have applied ап adjective checklist con- 
sisting of positive and negative descriptive terms of adjective pairs of 
polar opposites or ratings on a series of traits.. Attraction toward another 
individual is indicated in terms of positive or перане descriptions (Lerner, 
1965 ; Newcomb, 1961). 


Q-sort technique was utilized by Peterson, Komorita and Quay 
(1964). A Q-sort is one in which a series of sociometric statements are 
placed in seven-point scale in terms of appropriateness for describing each 
individual. 


Petitone and Sherberg (1957) have used an open-end question. 
Subjects are simply asked,- “How much do you like or dislike..." Their 
responses are then rated in terms of direction and intensity. 


` The present approach 


The above techniques have got enough scientific values in investigat- 
ing different facets of sociometric choice. But still we confront certain 
situations where no one technique is adequate for measuring the socio- 
metric choice. We may assume, for example, that groups of people 
living together for a considerable period of time have their respective 
choice-status іп the group. This cannot be ascertained simply by asking 
the group members about their liking and dislikings for one, two or three 
members of the group. Every individual in such. group has got his. 


us 
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choice-status not equally with all others. So it is desirable to know the 
choice-status of all members of the group by considering the judgments 
of all of them. 

In order to fulfil the requirements of above perspectives, the present 
piece of work was taken up. Several groups were studied. In a group 
each member gives his choice about other members of the group 
by ranking all of them in terms of intensity of choice (liking). For 
example, in а group often persons who remain together atleast for six 
hours a day are asked individually to rank all the other members of the 
group by writing any number from 1 to 9, indicating tbe intensity of 
their choice. Two extremities are 1 and 9 where 1 indicates best—liked 
and 9 denotes least—liked respectively and the other intermediate digits 
applicable according to the respective intensity of choice. | 


To get the minimum and maximum scores for the .choice-status we 
can work out the formula (n—1) and (n—1)? respectively where ‘n’ 
denotes the total number of persons in a group. For example, in a group 
often, the minimum possible score is (10--1)--9, which denotes the 
highest possible choice an individual can receive and the maximum 
possible score is (10—1)?—81 which denotes lowest possible choice for 
an individual in the group. The relationship between this score and 


sociometric choice is inverse. 


One can obtain either of these extreme scores if one secures first or 
last choice by all other members of the group but in practice, it is hardly 
found. One may secure five or six first choices whereas others may give 
him second or third choices. In a few cases, a most liked member may 
get a last choice too from any member of the group. So the minimum 
score is very much likely to rise above the minimum possible score. The 
same is true in case of least choice where the maximum score is equally 
likely to fall short of the maximum possible score. From the obtained 
Scores the members of a group can be assigned to “choice-status or rank 
position as per the rule of ‘higher the score, lower the rank.’ 


The present measure of sociometric choice takes into account all the 
grades of choice in calculating the choice rank of a member of a group 
and. besides determining the most-liked and least-liked members, it^ 
becomes possible to rank allother members in terms of choice, in the 
group. This measure may also enable to infer the relationships among 
all the members of the group. Moreover, it eliminates the embarrassment 
caused to a subject when asked to name a member whom he dislikes 
most. These are the plus points of this kind of measure over the 
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traditional methods and it will be found to be a convenient one for the 
measurement of sociometric choice in small groups where people live 
together for considerable -period of time. regularly resulting into every 
one's choice for the other. The present approach is an humble and 
sincere attempt to study the sociometric choices in the group situations. 
Wider uses of this measure may highlight this field of research which 


requires deep probe into it. 
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MOST-FAVOURED-NATION CLAUSE AND 
- INTERNATIONAL LEGAL AND 
ECONOMIC ORDER** 


SAKTI MUKHERJEE and INDRANI MUKHERJEE 


The most-favoured-nation clause, as expressed by International Law 
Commission, may be considered as a technique or means for promoting 
the equality of states or non-discrimination. It does not guarantee any 
special privilege to the contracting party. Nor does it imply an equalis- 
ation of the conditions of competition in respect of trade. It aims only 
at treating the goods from a contracting party on an equal footing. Or, 
in other words, it leads to an absence of discrimination. The International 
Court of Justice has opined that the intention of the clause is to establish 
and maintain at alltimes fundamental equality without discrimination 
among all of the countries concerned. 


= Тһе most-favoured-nation clause is the cornerstone of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. То understand ‘the nature and 
significance of the most-favoured-nation clause proper, thus, we have to 
focuss our attention on the major issues that led to the formation of the 
GATT. With the conclusion of the Second World War; world attention 
turned towards the problems of peace. It was considered that the political 
security could not be achieved without financial and commercial stability. 
To meet the finanacial aspects of international economic relations two 
separate organisations have been instituted їп 1946. While the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund has been concerned more with ‘the orderly 
exchange rate and -stability in countries’ balance of payment, the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development meant for the 
reconstruction and development need of the war devastated economies 
of the world. Still then, the world community felt the need of a third 
world organisation to look after the trade problems of the world. Already 
in December 1945, the U. S. had published a document entitled "Proposals 
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for Expansion of World Trade and Employment? embodying an idea 


of establishing an ‘International Trade Organisation. The member 
countries were expected to conduct their commercial relations in 
accordance with the rules and regulations provided in the Charter of 
the Organisation. The proposals contained provisions relating to trade 
barriers, restrictive business - practices, inter-governmental commodity 
arrangements, international aspects of domestic employment policies 
and to that the very structure of the International Trade Organisation. 


' Attempts had been made several times, hereinafter, to give proper 
shape to the Havana Charter—the very basis of International Trade 
Organisation. “But it is a matter of tragedy that because of so many 
differences the ITO with wider and тоге. positive objectives could not 
come into existence. Of all the various reasons, the most Strongest one 
was the opposition from the bussiness commtinities, especially from thé 
English and American ones. The trading communities criticised- the 
Chatter on the plea that it contained so numerous exceptions and escape 


clauses as almost nullified the Basie principles and “ideas for which 
it stood. 


When the prospects of formation.of an ITO. was thus bleak, as an 
interim measure, the General Agreement on certain: points: was considered 
in 1947 as the sécond best pending the formation of the ITO. 


Thus the possibility of formation of the ITO with wider.scope and 
more positive objectives, especially to create an international economic 


order, had: been dashed to the ground and the GATT has emerged às ап. 


institution with four major objectives : 


1. Raising the standard of living of the masės of people of the 
' different statés ; 

2. Ensuring full employment айа steady growing real i income ; 

3. Developing the full use of the resources of the world ; and 

`4. Expansion of production and international trade. | 


Of these the international trade would be governed by the principle . 


of most- favoured-nation clause. 


"Most-favoured-nation Clause can be appreciated through Articles 
1 and 2 of the GATT. Art. 1(1).of the GATT expresses that with respect 
to custonis duties and Charges of any kind imposed on or in connection 
with importation or exportation or imposed ‘on the international transfer 
of payments for imports and exports...... any advantage, favour, privilege 
or immunity granted. by any contracting party to any produ originating 
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in or destined for any other country shall be accorded immediately and 
unconditionaly to the like product originating in or destined for the 
territories of all other contracting parties. Art 2 states that each contrac- 
ting party shall accord to the commerce of all the ofher contracting 
parties treatment no less favourable than that provided for in the 
appropriate part of the appropriate Schedule annexed to the Agreement. . 


If these two Articles are read together excluding the exceptions 
provided under clause 2 of Article 2 then it appears that the most-favoured- 
nation clause is unconditional. But clause 2 of Article 1 contains also 
some exceptions to most-favoured-nation treatment provided under clause 
1 of Article 1, viz. allowing the maintenance of existing rates of imperial 
préference3 between Common Wealth Countries. А further exception is 
allowed in relation to contracting parties forming custom areas which 
may eliminate tariffs on trade among each other and may maintain a 
common outside tariff with other countries (Art. XXIV). · Finally, under- 
developed countries are allowed to protect their infant industries or 
agriculture (Art. XVIII). 


The second exception got currency in Art. XXIV. ‘Tt provides that 
«а custom union shall-be understood to mean the substitution of a single 
custom territory for. two -or more custom territories so that duties and 
other restrictive regulations of commerce (subject to certain exceptions) 
are eliminated with respect to substantially all the trade between the 
constituent territories of the union." Apart from the internal element of 
liberalisation of trade, there is also the external aspect of a customs union 
regime, “ав substantially the same duties and other regulations of 
commerce are applied by each of the members of the Union to the trade 
of the territories not included in. the union” (Art. XXIV, 8, C. ii). 


During the process of General Agreement it was expressed that 
international economic order could best be achieved if the contracting 
parties maintained а good relations among them, especially by observing 
the most-favoured-nation clause. And as preferential: treatment stood. 
detrimental to the most-favoured-nation clause, the customs unions, 
in some spccial cases, as an exception to Article 1, had been called 
for. In the opinion of опе of the prominent State Depertment 
official : i | 

- “А custom union creates a wider trading area, removes obstacles to 
competition, makes possible a more economic allocation of resources, and 
thus operates to. increase production and raise planes of living. A 
preferential system, on the otherhand, retains internal barriers, otstracts 
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economy in production, and restrains the growth of income and 
demand... 


А custom union is conductive to the expansion of trade on a Duis 
of multilateralism and non-discrimination, a perferential system is not.’’. 


In practice, however, the replacement: of preferences by customs 
unions and free trade areas, coined with suitable legal language hasled | 
to complex provisions of paragraph 4 through 10 of Art. XXIV. Indeed, 
the whole thing became not only complex but charged with ambiguity. 
The regional arrangements that came before the GATT did not conform 
to the tests of Art. XXIV. Yet they passed, stayed and worked well 
hereinafter. It is interesting to note that in case of conflict not the. 
regional groupings but the GATT has yielded. With the passage of time, 
the agreements that were placed before the GATT for inspection under 

"Art. XXIV came to look more: and more like outright preferential 
arrangements. Yet they were defended as being very close to Art. XXIV. 
The political atmosphere made it really difficult to treat them as violations 
of the most-favoured-nation clause. 


Art. XXIV is thus considered now as dics most “deceptive” one. 
No customs union of free trade area agreements, save and except one only, 
thus presented ` for review, complied with Art. XXIV. But as a matter of 
tragedy, no such agreement has been disapproved. 


The structure of paragraph 4 through 9 оѓ Art. XXIV is, however,- 
the principal source of ambiguity. Paragraph 4 reveals that the contact- ' 
ing parties “recognise that the purpose of a custom union or a free trade 
area should be to facilitate trade between the constituent territories and 
not to raise barriers to the trade of other contracting parties with such 
territories." It appears to be very simple and the application is a general | 

“опе. But if the principle of economic necessity is introduced within this 
then a lot of complications crop up. Besides, para 5 which starts with 
the striking word “Accordingly” and introduces a detailed rules has 
created some complications. The relationship between para 4 and 5 
through 9 consequently becomes a subject of controversy. It seems that 

_ there are two complementary or additive sets ‘of standards—the “purpose” 
test of paragraph 4 and the form requirement of the following paragraphs. 
The number of ways in which paragraph 4 can be related to paragraph 5 
through 9 is ‘limited only by the number and the ingenuity of lawyers 
involved in the interpretation of Art. XXIV.’ 


The relationship between these two parts of Art XXIV became a 
fertile source of controversy in the review of {ће Rome Treaty creating 
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the EEC. Itistrue that the issue has not been formally resolved, Yet 
the EEC was partly successful in transferring the attention of the authority 
away from para 5 to the more technical aspects of the paragraph follow- 
ing immediately. The same- decision (or no decision ?) has surcharged 
the whole atmosphere of the GATT, hereinafter, so far as the most- 
favoured nation clause is concerned. Thus, the very purpose of most- 
favoured-nation clause—to establish and maintain. International 
Economic Order, has bee dashed to the ground. ` 


It should also be noted that the implementation of the rules of 
most-favoured-nation-clause may cause particular difficulties in as much 
as they often refer. expressly or by implication to domestic laws, and 
hence, their application may involve conflict of laws rules. For this | 
reasons, perhaps, the International Law Commission has confined itself 
to the sphere of Public International Law in the belief that the difficulties 
in particular cases are inherent in the subject itself. 


From the early stages of its work, the International Law Commis- 
sion has, however, been aware of the problem that the application of 
the most-favoured-nation clause creates in the sphere of economic 
relations when a striking inequality exists between the levels of economic 
development ofthe states concerned. It has also focussed its attention 
on the following observations of the UNCTAD : : 


“То apply the most-favoured-nation clause to all countries regard- 
less of their levels of development would satisfy the conditions of formal 
equality but would in fact involve implicit discrimination against the 
weaker members of the international community. Thisis not to reject 
on a permanent basis the most-favoured-nation clause. The recognition 
ofthe trade and development needs of developing countries requires 
thatfora certain period of time the most- favoured-nation clause will 
not apply to certain types of international trade relationis". 


The main aim of the UNCTAD from the very beginning has been 
to achieve a system of generalised non-reciprocal and non-discriminatory 
preferences for the benefit of developing countries. The main ideas of 
UNCTIAD in this area have been explained in an UNCTAD research 
memorandum : 


“In the relationship between developed and dedans countries 
the most-favoured-nation clause is subject to important qualifications. 
These qualifications follow from the principle of a. generalized non- 
reciprocal and non-discriminatory system of preferences. Developed 
market есопотіеѕ аге to accord preferential treatment in their markets 
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to exports of manufactures and semi-manufactures from developing 
countries. These preferential treatment should be enjoyed only by the 
developing supplies of these products. At the same time developing 


countries uc not be required to grant developed countries reciprocal 
concessions.’ 


The need for a Е system in бөй of all developing 
countries is referred to in a number. of recommendations adopted by the 
first session of the UNCTAD. At the second session the principle of 
preferential treatment of exports of. manufactures and semi-manufactures 
from developing countries was unanimously accepted. 


While UNCTAD: is in favour of a general non-reciprocal system 
of preferences from which all developing countries will benefit it does 
not favour the so-called special or vertical preferences. ‘Those refer to 
the preferential arrangements actually in force between some developing 
countries and some developed countries. A typical example of vertical 
preferences is that of between the EEC and eighteen African countries. 
The same is true of the preferential arrangement between the UK and 
developing Commonwealth countries. Such preferential arrangements 
differ from the general system of preferences in two respects—(i) they 
involve discrimination in favour of.some developing countries against 
all other developing countries and (ii) they are reciprocal. 


These special. pfeferential arrangements are countenanced by Art. 
1 of the GATT as à derogation from the most-favoured-nation clause. 
According to UNCTAD recommendation these arrangements are to be 
gradually phased out against the provisions of equivalent advantages 
to the beneficiary developing countries. 


The position of UNCTAD оп the issue of special preferences is 
motivated by various considerations. It is beleived that the existence of 
such preferential arrangements may act as а hindrance- to the eventual 
establishment of a fully integrated world economy. The privileged position 
of some developing countries is likely to create pressure on third party 
developing countries to seek similar ‘exclusive’ in the same or in other 
developed countries. Such proliferation of special preferential arrange- 
ments between groups of countries may eventually lead to division of the 
world economy into competing economic blocs. 


It cannot be denied, however, that international trade should be 
conducted to the mutualadvantage on the basis of the most-favoured- 
nation treatment and should be free from measures detrimental to the 
trading interests of other countries. However, developed countries should 
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grant concessions to all developing countries and extend to developing 
countries all concessions they grant to one another and should not in 
granting these or other concessions require any concession in return from 
developing countries. New preferential concessions, both tariff and non- 
tariff should be made to developing countries as a whole and such 
preferences should not be extended to developed countries. Developing 


countries need not extend to developed countries preferential treatment 
in operation amongst them. 


In discussing the question of the operation of the most-favoured- 
nation ‘clause in trade relations between -states at different levels of 
economic development, the Law Commission has been aware that it could 
not enter into the spheres outside its functions and was not in a position 
to deal with economic matters and suggest rules for the organisation of 
international trade. Nevertheless, it bas recognised that the operations 
of the clause іп the sphere of economic relations with particular reference 
to developing countries posed serious problems. The Commission is also 
aware that the provisions of its draft articles will not provide an 
automatic solution to all questions that may arise in connection with the 
interpretation and application of most-favoured-nation clause. The 
Commission has maintained its tradition of dealing with the subject 
matter as much as possible within the framework оға codification of 
general rules and has not embarked оп a case by case approach. Thus, 
the most-favoured-nation clause, by itself, cannot establish international - 
legel and economic order. On the otherhand, we cannot ignore some of 
the positive .elements in the clause which, if some how or other could, 


have been pressed into service, would have served the mankind to a 
considerable extent. | 


| А CORRELATIONAL STUDY OF. 
THE FINDINGS ON SEGUINE FORM BOARD 
AND BINET-KAMATH TESTS OF 
INTELLIGENBE IN CHILDREN- 


А. К. BHATTACHARYYA,* A. К. ROY,f and 
“Р. К. CHATTOPADHYAY} 


Introduction : 


Despite the importance of intelligence test in mental health, there 
have been very few systematic attempts to develop intelligence test for 
children in our country. Some of the Western intelligence tests have 
been modified to suit Indian conditions (Rice, 1929.; Bhatia, 1955 ; Malin, 
1969 ; Kamath, 1967 ; Kulshrestha, 1971) but very few valid tests are 
available to use for children below the age of 11 years. Furthermore, 
in clinics or in OPD's (e.g., Paediatric, Psychiatry) because of shortage 
of man power, psychologists mostly go for those tests which are easier 
for children and less time consuming as well. Asa result, some of the 
long time taking tests (e.g., Binet-Kamath Test (BKT): of intelligence) 
are notin much use for such.children set-up. Tests like Seguine Form 
Board (SFB), on the other hand, is mostly used to assess the MA and I.Q. 
of Children. SFB isa test for which even now we don’t have Indian . 
. norms, whereas BKT has been developed to-suit Indian situations. 


. The purpose of the present study is to examine whether the MA and 
LQ.obtained on the SFB test could be taken asa close substitute for 
the MA and I. ы obtained on the ВКТ. 


METHODS 
Sub jects : 


Fifty six normal children (mean age 10.56 yrs.) ‘of middle class 
socio-economic status residing in Calcutta were tested. They were all 
school going children, out of which 61% were boys. 
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Materials : 


1. Goddard's SFB: This is popularly known, as бершіпе Form 
Board Test, used in Paediatric OPD's and child guidence clinics to assess 
the intélligence of children below the H years of аве and adult feeble 
minded. т ; 


2. BKT: This pas: been developed a Kamath asni in 1934 to 
suit Indian conditions. . 


For detailed description regarding the decent procedure of 
these two tests, the reader is referred to Nathawat (1975). 


Procedure : 


{ 


The d were administered’ the ВКТ and SFB by a single 
session in well controlled experimental conditions. To avoid the effect 


of order; counter balanced design was applied. Both the tests were 


administered and scored following the procedures described by Cattell. 


(1953) and Kamath (1967) for SFB and BKT respectively. ‘Since boys 


and girls did not show ary significant differences in their mean age, апа, 


MA and I.Q. on both the tests, in. the final analysis they were combined 
together. Product moment coefficient of correlations were computed. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Table I represents the CA of the children and MA and LQ. as: obtained on 
5ЕВ and ВКТ, 


( TABLE-I 


СА SFB `ò BKT 
MA (in months) I.Q. МА (in months) . LQ. 
Mean ` - 10.56 131.35 > ` 93.21 155.39 ` 109.78 
SD. « 247 19.95 . 13.48. 3628 - ^ 14.35 


High positive correlation (r—0.81, p<0.001) was evident between the МА” 


obtained on the SFB and BKT. . Similar was the trend of correlation 
(150.45, р<0.01) between. I.Q. obtained on both the tests. Such positive 
correlations between the І.О. obtained on these two tests was also reported 
by Nathawat (1975). Nathawat'did not mention anything about the 
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correlation obtained with regard to МА of his subjects on these two tests. 
Our findings, however, adds a further support to Nathawat (1975) 
obtaining significant positive correlations with regard to MA as well on 
the said tests. 

In fine, it may be said that the MA obtained on one of these two 
tests could be taken as a close substitute for the other. However, for 
generalization of the present findings further study on large sample is all 
the more essential. 
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ALIENATION AND THE POLITICAL SYSTEM 
DEBKUMAR BANERJEE 


Alienation is a societal phenomenon rooted in a distinct configura- 
tion of the economy. The key element of this configuration is the 
‚ existence of private property in the means of production ; and the factor 
that makes the features of this configuration more pronunced is the 
extension of division of labour. With the extension of division of labour, 
alienation also becomes more pronounced and more ramified. Alienation 
originates in an economic matrix, but it does not. affect only the 
functioning of the economy. The functioning of the political system is no 
less affected by it. 


The political system as a superstructural category is not only based 
on the configuration of the economy, it is patterned after the economic 
configuration which supports it. Hence, it is possible, and permissible, to 
draw a parallel between the two configurations—the economic and the 
political, without contending, of course, that the latter is a carbon-copy 
of the former. Corresponding to the means of production in the economy, 
there is the means of domination in the polity—the police, the army, the 
prisons, etc, constituting that means of domination. Corresponding to 
the division of labour in the economy, there is the division of political 
functions in the polity—a division manifested in the separation of powers, 
specialized bureaucracies, etc. Corresponding to surplus value, there is 
that quantum of large extra political power generated by popular 
participation in politics but appropriated by politicians and bureaucrats. 
Corresponding to the commodity and the market, there are the votes and 
the electoral arena. And, finally, corresponding to the alienation in the 
economic domain, there is also an alienation in the political sphere. 


Alienation in the capitalist economy manifests itself mainly, though 
not exclusively, in the estrangement of the worker from the products of 
his labour. And this involves also his estrangement from Nature, from 
other men, from his own species-being. Alienation in the bourgeois 
polity, in its turn, manifests itself in the estrangement of the citizen from 
the political decisions which he is supposed to shape through his political 

E 
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opinion, his political role, his vote. And this involves his alienation from 
the political system, from his fellow citizens, from his own true self as a 
political being. As an acquaintance with the inherent economic alienation 
isakeytoa proper understanding of the functioning of the bourgeois 
economy, an acquaintance with the intrinsic political alienation is essential 


. for a proper understanding of the functioning of the bourgeois political 


^ system. К 


Behind the facade of bourgeois democratism lies a whole range of 
alienated politics. Four major aspects of this alienated politics can be 
noted here—the citizen's alienation from the parties, his alienation from 

! the bureaucracy, his alienation from the government, and his alienation 
from his own true self. і 


Politics іп the bourgeois epoch is necessarily party politics. Тһе 
citizen's political opinion does not count for anything in a bourgeois 
political system unless it is articulated through a party. Parties are, | 
however, highly stratified structures, each stratum being alienated from 
the one that is lower or higher to it by a rigid scheme of super ordination- 
subordination. Тһе rank and file of every bourgeois party constitute the 
source of power of that party, but itis a power that does not belong to 
them in any real sense. The power of the party appears to its supporters 
as an impersonal power symbolised by some stereotyped slogans, by a 
flag, by а hierarchy of soi-disant leaders. Their ‘own’ party is something - 
alien to them, something that is beyond their reach, something that stirs 
their minds emotionally but eludes their grasp politically. Side by side 
with this not so obvious vertical alienation between a party and its 

Jsupporters, there occurs a palpable horizontal alienation between those 
who support one party and those who support another. Inter-party 
competition destroys the basic unity among men as citizens just as 
competition in the economy snaps the natural links of man as a species 
being with his fellow human beings. In the alienated world of the 
bourgeois political system, citizens try to get rid of the agonizing 
alienation from political power by affiliating themselves to political 
parties. But, tragically enough, such affiliation only deepns their estrange- 
ment both from those they oppose and those they support. | 


: The linchpin of the wheel of bourgeois politics is the bureaucracy. 

Just as every commodity is exchanged in the bourgeois economy through 

. the medium of money, the political role of every citizen is mediated 
| through a bureaucracy before it becomes а decision-influencing political 
force. Тһе bureaucracy, in course of its typical functioning, distorts the 
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political opinions of the citizens, imparts a new slant to them, and creates 
maze of ossified rules which dehumanize the entire domain of politics and 
administration. Bureaucratic efficiency is like the efficient functioning of 
machine, a functioning that is mechanical, repetitive, soulless. Neither 
the bureaucrats nor the citizenry can infuse any life into this dehumanised 
system or bring it close to the political will of the people. The juggernaut 
of bureaucracy moves on, mercilessly smashing under its huge wheels the 
aspiration of men to become the wielders of power, the makers of their 
own history. The bureaucrats become the masters, instead of being the 
servants of the. people. The people become the servants of the 
bureaucratic state machine, instead of being its masters. Тһе bourgeois 
political system, thus, establishes a relationship between the civil servants 
and the people which is the reverse of what is natural and desirable. Тһе 
bureaucracy succeeds in effectively separating the people from political 
power, and, thus, guarantees the continuation of conditions under which 
exploitation of the people can go on side by side with pompous democratic 


declarations. Bureaucracy, which ostensibly’ is a link between the | 


government and the governed, becomes, in reality, a gulf separating those 
who are in the seat of power from those who have put them there. 


The real nature of а government is determined not by intentions of 
men, good or bad, but by the socio-economic reality which gives shape 
and meaning to it. And the boureois socio-economic system necessarily 
creates political structures and institutions which would ensure its 
persistence, The government is the major one among political structures, 
and government in the bourgeois political system has.to faithfully carry 
out the tasks enjoined on it by the dominant class, namely, the 
bourgeoisie. A bourgeois democratic government is both the product and 
promoter alienated politics. The legislators are alienated from the 
electorate. They come to the constituency to seek the voter's favour, and 
do not emerge from the constituency as its natural spokesmen. The 
ministers are alienated from the legislators ; they form an esoteric coteric 
of power-wielders, and do not act as the natural spokesmen of the 
legislators. The members of the government are, thus, twice removed | 
from the people ; they are alienated from the legislators who, in turn, are 
alienated from the electorate. This remotness of the government from the 
people is highlighted by the imposing standard of living of the ministers 
vis-a-vis that of the common people, by the display of audacity and 
arrogance in the attitude of the ministers towards the masses over whom 
they exercise authority. Just as the workers are alienated from the factory 
owners and managers by insurmountable barriers of income, wealth and 
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Social opportunities, so are ministers alienated from Ihe common citizens 
by insurmountable barriers of status, power and authority. The govern- 
ment exists in the bourgeois political system as an estranged power centre, 

: placed high above the citizenry, beyond their reach, and beckoning them, 
from an olympian height, to carry out its behests. In short, the 
government under capitalism in an embodiment of political alienation in 
a most pronounced from. | 


Besides being alienated from the party, the bureaucracy, andthe govern- 
ment, the citizen in a bourgeois political system is alienated from his own 
true self as a political being. Instead of reacting to a political situation as 
a political being, as an individual guided by political considerations, he is 
constantly swayed by myths and symbols which are false and misleading, 
which do not define real position in the struggle for power in the 
state. In bourgeois society, the political role of indviduals is distorted 
by а false consciousness, a consciousness that has no moorings in the 
socio-economic reality. The most exploited section of society, thus, often 
throws up individuals who act as political thugs for the exploiting class. 
The apparently conscientious citizen often casts his vote for a candidate 
whom he cannot support politically and cannot identify himself with 
but for the extra-political considerations which goad him to barter away 
his political self. The so called ‘political man’ in bourgeois society is 
an alienated man, and this alienation dulls his political consciousness and 
silences his political voice. Like the worker estranged from his products, 

j the citizen is estranged from the consequences of his political acts. And, 
in consequence, he is an irresponsible individual, an individulal who 
can cynically disregard the suffering of other people, can revel in the 
murder of political opponents, rejoice in the extermination of those who 
stand i in the way of his self gratification. 


If political alienation be the product of a political system that has 
an exploitative economy as its base, it is obvious that no amount of 
sermon can rid the system of this alienation till the exploitative economy 
is replaced by one that leaves no room for exploitation. History shows 
that that can be achieved only through a socialist revolution. The revolu- 
tion does not, of course, ensurean automatic and instantaneous abolition 
of political alienation. Itcan, at best, create the objective conditions for - 
the realisation of this objective. The progress towards the gradual 
abolition of the bourgeois hangover of hierarchy in productive enterprises 

| and the tyranny of division of labour will also mean a progress towards 
an unalienated life for those who are engaged in production, Similarly, 
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the progress towards a thoroughly democratised political life and a 
complete break with the bourgeois style of political functioning will also 
mean moving nearer to the goal of an unalienated political life for the 
citizens. The individual even in a ‘socialist’ state may continue to be ап 
alienated political being if the ‘secialist’ edifice resembles more a bourgeois 
political system, in respect of basic political structures such as the party, 
the bureaucracy and the government, than the Paris Commune model 
which Marx, Engels, and Lenin up held repeatedly as the paradigm of a 
truly proletarian state. The transcendence of alienation, both economic 
and political, is a goal that is unattainable in bourgeois society, and is 
attainable in socialist society only through conscious efforts to build up 
a democratically centralised but non-hierarchical, non-autocratic and 
non-regimented economic-cum-political system. The building up of such 


8 system was Marx's dream, and is one of the hitherto unfulfilled tasks 
of his followers. 


BHAMAHA'S POETIC FAULTS ÒF 
FAULTY LOGIC | 
SARBANI GANGULI 


In Bhàmaha's Kdvyaülamkára,, two chapters, the "fourth and the 
fifth, are devoted to the treatment of poetic fault (doga). Тһе former 
opens with a list of the faults?, altogether sixteen, that are to be carefully 
avoided in a poetic composition and then discusses the first fifteen types 
with definition and illustration. Тһе fifth chapter is entirely devoted to 
the treatment of only the sixteenth and remaining type, termed by 
Bhámaha pratijfd-hetu-drstanta-hina, which may roughly be said to arise 
due to a wrong statement concerning рға йа (preliminary thesis), hetu 
(reason) and drstdnta (corroborative instance) АП these three terms are 
used in logic in a technical sense and (as it appears from the persual of 
the fifth chapter) Bhimaha also has taken them in the same way. Thus 
this sixteenth type of poetic’ fault may also be roughly called ‘fault due 
to faulty Jogic.? While the fourth chapter has a total of 51 verses, the 
fifth one contains a total of 69 verses. This seems to indicate that 
Вһатаһа was inclined to give some prominence to this particular type 
of fault. 

It is interesting to note that no other early ЕТИ or later impor- 
tant writer on poetics has paid much attention to this type of fault. In 
fact, Dandin categorically states that the discussion of this type of fault 
is rather meaningless, for it merely involves tedious and uninteresting 
argumentation.’ Ав the conflicting views of scholars tend to show?, 
although it is difficult to state with certainty whether Bhamaha was earlier 
or later than- Dandin, it may safely be assumed that in any case these two 
authors were not far removed from each other. Yet, while one is specially 
enthusiastic about this fault (devoting a full chapter ‹ on it), the other 
summarily rejects it with a cryptic statement. 


It has been suggested that in the present case Bhamaha tock up 
the hint from Bharata. Bharata enumerates ten types of poetic fault, 
one of which is termed nyayad-apeta (i.e. not in conformity with nyàya*). 
The word nyáya is a peculiarly logical term and generally stands for infe- 
rence-for-others (parárthanumüna)? от the science logic (pramdna-sastra). 
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The terms орғанда, hetu and drstünta also are vitally connected with 
inference which is one of the recognised forms of pramdna and hence, 
faults pertaining to these may also be called faults arising out of non- 
conformity with nydya. Moreover, Bharata has defined nydyad-apeta as 
pramana-parivarjita’ (i.e. not supported by рғатапа) and it is well known 
that pramüma specially comes under the province of the science of logic. 
The fifth chapter of Kavyálamkára therefore may be taken as ап elaborate 
treatment of the fault nyüyád-apeta as referred to by Bharata. Thus 
Kane writes: “It is not to be supposed that discussions about logical 
matters in the province of Poetics were ‘first started by Bhamaha. Even 
the Ndtyasdstra enumerates ten dosas of Kavya one of which is 
nyliyad-apeta.........°°° 


However it may be pointed out that this conclusion is not so 
obvious. and is moreover open to certain diffiulties. Although Bharata 
has used a few terms that are specially connected with the science of 
logic he has nowhere shown any particular enthusiasm for it. The word 
пуйуа is no doubt used in the special sense of the science of logic. Still; 
it has got a number of ordinary meanings too and there is no decisive 

'ground to show that Bharata in the context of poetic fault has used the 

word in this special sense.? Most probably the words пуйуа and ргатйпа 
fhere were used in non-technical senses to mean respectively ‘actual 
order of things’ and ‘evidence’ in the ordinary senses of the words.!*? In 
fact, Abhinavagupta’s. comments on the nature of nydydd-apeta seem to 
point to this. direction and one of the illustrations given by him perhaps 
settles the matter definitely. The verse із: 


suviresvasti павагі mathura nama vigruta/ 
aksota-nalikeradhya yasyah paryanta-bhümayah// . 
Here evidently the faults lie in misrepresentation of facts: The city of 


Mathura is not situated in the country of Suvira, nor are its frontier 
provinces decorated by rows of cocoanut trees ete. 


Secondly, i in the general list of poetic faults given by Bhamaha і in 
the fourth chapter, we find at least six types of faults which more or less 
correspond to the faults coming under Bharata's nyayad-apeta as explained 
by Abhinavagupta. These have also been explained and illustrated in 
the same chapter. Thus even assuming that Bhamaha was influenced 
by Bharata and had the intention of elaborating Bharata’s views, it is 
to be admitted that he had done it already in the fourth chapter. The 
discussion in the fifth chapter therefore should be looked upon as on 
something else, an innovation by Bhamaha. ~ 
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_ Thirdly, in the fourth chapter, in the group of six faults presently 
referred to, Bhamaha himself mentions а type of fault called пуйуа- 
virodhin. While explaining it, he states clearly that пуйуа consists of 
the fastras that deal with the three major human ends (viz. dharma, 
artha апа kama) as well as the science of state-craft (dapdaniti).1! Thus 
Bhamaha was not taking the. word nydya in its technical sense of the 
science of logic, which he could have done easily by extending slightly 
the scope of пуйуа (as used by Bhamaha himself) that it includes also 
the śāstras that treats of the last and foremost human end, viz. moksa. 
On the assumption that Bhamaha took the hint from Bharata, perhaps 
it would have been propéf and easier for Bhàmaha to také the extended 
meaning of пуйуа and discuss all the faults specially treated in the fifth 
chapter under the type of nydya-virodhin in the fourth chapter. But 
the fact that he has instead devoted a separate chapter, giving them а 
different name, probably indicates that Bhamaha considered these groups 
of faults a class by itself. In the fifth chapter of the Kavyalamkara, 
Bhamaha was not elaborating upon Bharata’s nyáyad-apeta, but was 
explaining a special type—faults due to faulty logic, and for this there 
might have been some other reason than his reverence for the authority 
of Bharata. | | 


We may next try to answer the question: What really did prompt 
Вһатаһа to give such importance to faults due to faulty logic and also, 
to logic itself? In fact, as we shall presently see, Bhàmaha, in the fifth 
chapter, has devoted a considerable amount of space to the discussion 
of such as topics as are fit to be included in a treatise on logic. 


However, Bhámaha himself was not unaware of the fact and in the 
first few verses of the fifth chapter he has stated his reasons for the 
inclusion of a discussion of logical topics in a work on poetics. He says 
that people of ordinary intellect are generally afraid of the science of 
logic. In order to entice them to have at least some knowledge in this 
regard he is briefly referring to certain topics of logic.!? Не explains 
his point further with an illustration : One who has first licked honey is . 
able to swallow even a distasteful medicine. Similarly one may develop 
interest for logic when it has an admixture of sweet poetry.!? Continuing 
the discussion, Bhàmaha adds further that the responsibility of a poet is 
very great indeed. А poet as he himself was, Bhimaha considered poetry 
to be the most supreme and superior, and allthe other branches of 
learning should be subservient to 14.15 Thus even a poet should learn 
some amount of logic to make it serve the cause of poetry or Каууа. 
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An examination of the fifth chapter of the Kavyalamkára clearly 
shows that Bhamaha, though a poet and rhetorician, had great predilec- 
tion for logic and must have himself studied and acquired good knowledge 
of it. It was because of this personal predilection for logic that he tried 
to get interested in logic those who would aspire to be a poet and for: 
their benefit designed the fifth chapter, in spite of the fact that no other 
rhetorician put much valué upon such an opinion. 


But, then, one may ask : What was it that -created such a personal 
interest in logic in the case of Bhamaha? Although in the absence of 
conclusive materials it is difficult to be categorioal, still, we may venture 
to make a suggestion as regards the answer. 


“Тһе date of Bhāmaha is sought to be determined by scholars with 
reference to the great Buddhist logician Dharmakirti.!5 In fact, it has 
been suggested that Bhàmaha might have been a younger contemporary 
of Dharmakirti. On the other hand, according to the historians of 
‘Indian philosophy, the great. Brahmanical logician Uddyotakara also was 
most probably a contemporary of Dharmakirti.:? Bhamaha thus 
flourished in an age when logic held supreme sway. Оп the one hand 
Dharmakirti was continuing the tirade of the Buddhists | against 
Brahmanical logic, while, on the other, Uddyotakara was strongly 
fighting back from the Nyàya standpoint. It was indeed a period of 
mature and lively activity for Indian logic and philosophy. 


Now, Вһатаһа, though be belonged to a different field of study, 
could not escape the overwhelming and powerful influence of logic that 
was prevailing at that time. А man who could not appreciate the 
excellence and necessity of logic was considered as if deficient... Bhamaha 
too was obliged to share this, psychological trend then prevalent. Не 
had therefore to prove his acquaintance with the elements of logic and ` 
also, to find some justification for its inclusion in his own special field, 
namely, literature. He maintains that all useful things are really 
conducive to the excellence of poetry and hence, a poet has to be careful 
about not violating, even in a poetic composition, the rules of logic. 


Coming to е actual contents of the fifth chapter of the Kavyálam- 
kära, we find that about half of it is devoted to the discussion of logic 
proper and the other half deals with logic as applied in poetry or kavya. 


From Bh&maha' s. discussion it is not possible to decide to which 
particular system of Indian philosophy he belongs. Of tbe various kinds 
of pramana-recognised in the various systems of Indian philosophy, he 
has discussed only two, perception (pratyaksa) and inference (anumdana). 
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The view that these two are the only forms.of ргатйпа is upheld, of the 
orthodox systems, by the Vaisesikas and, of the non-orthodox systems, by 
the Bauddhas. That Вһатаһа did not subscribe to the Bauddha view is 
clear from the fact that while discussing pratyaksa he has quoted and 
refuted two welknown definitions of the Bauddhas, one by Vasubandhu 
and the other by Diünága.!" But he has neither criticized-any such 
definition as offered in any other orthodox or non-orthodox systems nor 
referred to any definition which he considers acceptable, and there is no 
sign for positive identification. He has moreover incidentally refuted (һе 
doctrine of apoha as well as the views of the Vijfianavüdins both belonging 
to the Buddha system.*® 


Bhamaha’s treatment of апитйпа also does not offer any help in this 
regard either. The definition of inference!? noted by Bhamaha and further 
discussions thereon may be said to conform to either the Bauddha or the 
early Vaiéesika view. In fact, the nature of inference as propounded by 
Prasastapada and Dinnaga was, it appears, closer in spirit, the points of 
difference being of a minor nature. Indeed scholars are divided in their 
- opinions as to, of the two philosophers Рійпава and Praéastapada, who 
actually influenced whom.?° 


Moreover, in the concluding portion of his dibusion of logic proper, : 
Bhámaha refers to fallacies of a debate and there he seems to follow the 
Bauddha position, almost quoting the words of Dharmakirti.21 But at the 
same time, remarking that such faults are already discussed elsewhere and 
he is not going to discuss them, he seems to make a reference to 
Gautama's Nyáyasiütra.? 22 


After this introdactory note on logic proper, Bhamaha begins the 
next part of his discussion, pointing out that so far as pu is concerned 
пудуа is to be understood in a quite different way.*? Illustrating the 
fundamental difference in the standpoints of kavya " SGstra (logic), he 
gives the verse : ) : 

asisankasam akáüsam 

Sabdo düranupátyayam/ 

tad eva vapisindhtinaém ` | 

, aho sthemà mahárcigah//?*. ” 

From the standpoint of Kavya the descriptions in the verse are alright. 
But from the standpoint of astra, the statements are all incorrect. The 
sky has no colour. Sound is a quality and cannot have movement. 
Even the: great lights are not eternal, for they must be destroyed in 
pralaya. 
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Bhámaha has tried to point out a number of poetic faults on the 
model of faulty logical arguments.?* But from an examination of the 
examples offered by him it appears that he has failed to point out any 
vital connection betweeri poetry arid logic and has riot been able to show 
еуеп іп a single instance that the violation of logic réally afiects thë 
excellence of poetry. For instance, їй the case of Kavya, he has taken 
pratijf in its ordinary sensé о“ promise’ or ‘vow’,?6 though the word аб 
applied in logic has a purely technical sensé. He classifies pratijnd into 
four types—as based upon dharma, artha, kama and kopa, and speaks of 
four faults of pratijñä arising due to the violation of these dharma etc.?* 


As an illustration of pratijaa faulty due to violation of dharma, he gives 
the verse : 


prayopavesaya yatha pratijfiaya suyodhanah/ 
rajyaya punaruttasthaviti dharmavirodhini//?® 


Tt is clear that the fact stated here is an example of one’s aoe abiding by 
the rules of dharma. But the question is: Does this violation affect in 
any way the excellence and essence of poetry ? Similarly, the illustration 
of a fault arising out of the employment of an incorrect reason (hetu)—viz. 
қаға haranti hrdayam ami kusumasaurabhat??-—does not really have any | 
connection with logic. The fault arises only due to the writer’s ignorance 
of the fact that.not all flowers are full of fragrance. Only because the 
statement resembles an inferential proposition it does not follow that it is 
vitally dependent upon logic. Nor does the fault affect much the quality 
of poetry in it. Would the statement be turned into a piece of excellent 
poetry, only if the practical error were corrected ? - 


Thus it appears that Bhamaha made this demonstration of his 
knowledge of logic and philosophy only because he could not remain 
uninfluenced by the general outlook of his period—a high regard for logic. 
He did not go deeper to examine such questions as the relation between 
logic and poetry etc. and failed to maké any appreciable impact. Perhaps 
that is why he found no follower among the later writers on poetics. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS ON 
^ SOCIAL MOVEMENT 
SHYAMAL KUMAR GHOSH 


The study of social movement has now-a-days become an important 
sphere of social and political research. Since we are living in an era of 
noticable changes in the social and political sphere some social scientists 
have shown keen interest in objectively studying social movements. But 
there is stilla serious definitional problem centering the concept. It has 
been variously defined, understood, described as well as analysed by 
different scholars. Broadly speaking, the definitions follow two distinct 
patterns of thinking—one followed in the non-Marxist Western Sociology 
and the other in the Marxian Sociology. Even these two broadly divided 
groups have sub-divisions within themselves since neither Marxian nor 
non-Marxist Western Sociology—represents a wholly cohesive, unifying 
mode of thinking. з 


` So far as the non-Marxist Western Sociology is concerned it is 
basically a non-class theory of social movement. For example, Theodore 
Caplow, an American Sociologist, has defined social movement as “ап 
organised effort to accomplish social change by mobilizing crowds and 
publics"*, Social movements, according {о the same author, are not an 
extremely modern phenomenon, but the number and importance of 
social movements have been greatly increased in modern times by 
urbanization which makes it easier to assemble a crowd, and by 
communication, which makes it easier to reach a public. . . 

The core of a social movement, as Leonard Broom and Philip 
Selznick point out?, is а cadre of "activists" who devote their energies 
and resources to the movement and аге emotionally or as their opponents 
say, fanatically—committed to its goals. The members of the cadre 
work within a.formal organization (or, more often, within several 
organisation) whose activities are designed to attract mass support. The 
primary task of a social movement is to arouse interest.. Hostility, from 
the stand-point of the movement, is nearly always preferable to 
indifference. 


O About the author: Shyamal Kumar Ghosh UGC Teacher-Fellow, Dept. of 
Political Science, Calcutta University. 
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The mobilization of crowds is one ofthe most widely practised 
political acts of the modern world. The whole trick isto retain the 
appearance of spontaneity while controlling the composition and the 
activity of the crowd sufficiently to give the occasion whatever ideological 
significance it is supposed to have. In autocratically governed countries, 
this is done crudely but effectively by selecting all the crowd participants 
in advance. 


What use a given social movement will make of excited crowds 
depends upon its programme, the skill of its leaders, the receptivity of its 
followers, and the prevailing fashion in such matters. Among the 
familiar crowd occasions organised by social movements are peaceful and 
violent demonstration, mass meetings, parades and processions, riots, 
picket-lines, sit-ins and lie-ins. the occupation of public buildings, 
symbolic executions, confrontations with police anda variety of novel 
tactics devised by particular movements. 


The mobilization of publics is closely related to the mobilization 
of crowds. Most crowd occassions are designed to attract public 
attention and support, whereas the mobilization of crowds is greatly 
facilitated by any intense public opinion. 


Marxists, on the other hand, study social movement from dialectical 
and historical materialistic standpoint. The Marxist Sociology, being 
concerned with the actual historical process, looks at any social pheno- 
menon or process, including revolution, in the context of the structure 
and laws of the given socio-economic formation. The purport and 
functions of social revolution can only bé understood when the history 
of society, as it really is, is viewed as a continuous chain of socio- 
economic formations. Social revolution is a form of transition from 
one type to another. The económic point of it is to abolish outmoded 
property relations that inhibit social progress. In class society, this 
abolition is implemented by means of class struggle in which political 
power acts as the decisive instrument. That is why, in Marxian 
Sociology, the issue of power is central to every social revolution. It is 
to be borne in mind that Marx himself and most of his subsequent loyal 
disciples studied the conception of social revolution as the central 
concept in the process of social change. Accordingly, revolution sweeps 
all obstacles. out of the path of social progress and opens up new 
horizons. It signifies a gigantic leap forward in social development and 
the transfer to new, more progressive forms of social life. No wonder 
Marx called revolutions the “locomotives of history." Engels wrote 
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that revolution “makes a nation pass in five years over more ground than 
it would have done in a century under ordinary circumstances,"? Later 
on Lenin was to add that.at such a time boundaries of the possible 
could be extended on thousandfold. One can easily appreciate why 
that happens. For revolution involves actively in politics vast numbers 
of ordinary people who, in modern times, are alienated from politics 
by the rüling class. The magnitude and content of social creativity 
attain immense proportions. ‘Revolutions are festivals of the oppressed 
'and the exploited...... ". Lenin once wrote, “At no other times are the 
mass of the people in a position to come forward so actively as creators 
ofa new social order, as at a time of revolution. At such times the 
people are capable of performing miracles, if judged' by the limited, 
philistine yardstick of gradualist progress"*. Marxist-Leninist theory 
gives a concise description of the conflict between an outmoded system 
of property relations and the growth of social production as the ultimate 
` cause of social revolution. Of course, this conflict does not at once 
overflow automatically into revolutionary action. Itis reflected in the 
position of the various classes and social groups ; it is refracted, often 
distortedly, in their minds and social behaviour; it leads to an aggrava- 
tion of numerous multi-form class-conflicts that intermingle every time 
and spill over into a unique confluence of specific events which could 
not have been forecast earlier with any degree of accuracy, even less 
attributed to a single type of conflict. It is possible, as the Marxists 
think, only to elucidate the general direction of the developing class 
struggle and to distinguish the signs of the maturing pending revolution. 
Hence, to the Marxist, revolution is the highest form of social movement 
and it is not, as most Western sociologists assert, mere “an extra-legal 
and usually violent change in the existing government.’’> 


In the non-Marxist Western Sociology attempts have been made to 
find out the essential ingredients of a social movement. Broom and 
Selznick® have noticed three essential elements in a social movement. 
First, a social movement is "action" oriented ; secondly, it must have 
an ideology to attract the people; and thirdly, it must have sense of 
solidarity and commitment within its ranks of participants. Eisenstedt* 
notes that a social movement appeals to a wide range of motives and 
relies much more heavily on the arousal of the powerful sentiments 
associated with in-group/out-group relationships: solidarity, commitment, 
and self-sacrifice on the one side ; indignation, fear, hatred on the other. 


According to Caplow$, in order to mobilize crowds or publics, 
or both, on a scale sufficient to bring about social change, a social 
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movement müst have a persuasive ideology, one or more charismatic 
leaders backed by skilled organisers and agitators, an appropriate manual 
of tactics, reliable sources of funds and other resources, access to the 
-mass media, and channels of liason with the authorities. (even a 
revolutionary movement needs to have some reliable way of eommuni- 
cating with the police.) 


It can be demonstrated. that no social movement can succeed 
without these requisite elements, butit would be misleading to suggest 
that they need to be assembled in advance. Social movements begin in 
all sort of ways; most often with a persuasive book or speech, and often 
require what they need as they go along. 


Inthe Western non-Marxist Sociology a broad typology of social 
movements has been offered by many scholars. To group and classify 
the social movements that influence the speed and direction of social 
change in modern societies is. convenient for two reasons. .First, the 
classification lets us see the scope and variety of such movements. 
Second, concurrent social movements in a given category support or 
oppose each other and generally borrow each other's slogans and tactics. 


The five main types of social movements are political, economic, 
normative, ethnic and religious.? Басһ type of movement can, of course, 
be further sübdivided, and some movements can be said to belong to 
more than óne category. The Black Muslims in America, for example, 
are both an ethnic movement and a religious movement. — 


Political Movements :—Political movements take a variety of forms. 
А reform movement has as its goal the improvement of political 
institutions by particular peaceful means. A revolutionary movement, 
by contrast, has the goal of a fundamental change in the existing socio- 
political system, either by a violent uprising or by some more peaceful 
but illegal procedure, like a general strike. Most revolutionary move- 
ments derive their ideology at least in fact from the works of Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao and Guavara. But 
struggle for socialism does not necessarily mean that it is revolutionary. 
There are many brands of socialism even one antagonising the other, 
say, for example, the democratic socialist movement in our country is 
wholly opposed to Marxian socialist movement. Hence, there are vast, 
unbridgeable differences between the ` ` various movements advocating 
‘socialism on different terms. 


Economic movements :—An economic movement represents the 
effort of some segment of a national community either to improve its 
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relative share of economic gains or to protect its interests against some 
developing threat. Some economic movements exert pressure on the 
government, like the tax-reform. movements that appear periodically or 
the lobbying for favourable legislation in which nearly every industry 
engages. In our country economic movements appear. in every year in 
the labour front, occasionally they take a militant form, in the form of 
struggle for wage-increase, bonus, pay-revision etc. Militant economic 
movement of the peasantry takes the form of struggle for land. 


Normative movements :—The goal ofa normative movement is to 
change orto maintain the existing pattern of social control for one type 
of behaviour or another. Normative movements have to do with such 
matters as abortion, women's rights, prohibition, the abolition or 
restoration of capital punishment etc. Normative movements have very 
longlives. In our country prohibition movement is very. old. Movement 
against ‘untouchability’ is also very old. Equality for women was the 
goal of an organised social movement in the United States as far back as 
184819, Indeed, it is almost impossible to find any normative movement 
. without a long history. In most instances, that history shows intermittent 
periods of excitement and substantial achievement separated by long 
stretches of inactivity and frustration. Changes in popular habits and 
moral standards do not appear to be continuous in any sense. When they 
happen, they happen very fast. Moreover, contrary to a widespread 
belief, normative changes are reversible, if only because a normative . 
movement often arouses such resistance that an opposing social movement 
is brought into existence. In our country social reform movement in the 
19th Century created opposing social movement. Movements for widow 
remarriage was countered by powerful opposing movements. 


Ethnic Movements :—In our country ethnic movements are not as 
powerful as that of in America. Recently, the student movement in 
Assam has already taken an ethnic character with a separatist slogan 
Nearly every discernible ethnic group has some kind of organised social 
movement active on its behalf. In America, the Black Power and Red 
Power movements are essentially separatist and have the goal of establish- 
ing some sort of autonomy within the larger community. 


. Religious Movements :— The first great social movement in modern 
history was the Protestant Reformation, and religious movements have 
continued to play an important part in social change ever since. Іп our 
country Hindu Revivalism during National movement has, in the main,.a 
religious movement. Religious movements always have politica] and 
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social overtones but they stand apart from other social-movements if 
only because they have a longer history and higher ambitions. It is 
generally easier to explain the outcome of a social movement retrospec- 
tively than to predict it in advance. The rise and fall of an important 
social. movement is a chronicle of accidents and surprises. None can say 
with accuracy what the rise and fall of social movements in a society will 
produce next. Nevertheless, the empirical study of social movements has 
developed a number of important principles which may be briefly 
summerized here :— 


1. Every social movement recruits most of its support from people 
with similar characteristics who Зеру a particular place in the social 
structure. Ў 

2. Тһе ability of a social movement to mobilize the masses depends 
not only on the skills and resources available to the movement, but -also 
on the receptivity of the larger population to which the movement 
appeals. This receptivity is global rather than specific. A population 
bighly receptive to one social movement at a given time is lively to be 
receptive to.other social movements at the same time. 


3. Collective behaviour is cyclical and volatile. A phase of rising 
-excitement іп a social movement is necessarily followed by a ман of 
declining interest. 


4. Most social movements have less effect on ongoing social 
institutions than they. appear to have, because institutional change is 
usually a long, slow process. 


5. Social movements that attempt to bring about social change by 
changing human nature are not likely to achieve the precise goals they 
set for themselves, but they have other important consequences. 


6. Social movements that attempt to reform particular institutions 
‘are quite likely to achieve their goals if those goals are accurately defined. 

7. When a- social movement embraces: almost the entire society 
contemplating changes in its major institutions it acquires the proportion 
of a revolution. 


8. Social and revolutionary йай, which mobilize masses 
towards goal-directed actions are not created by extraordinary or 
charismatic individuals. Тһе extraordinariness of such individuals lies 
in their perception, assessment and interpretation of existing contradic- 
tions in a society which they are convinced are of révolutionary potential. 
They can not make revolution, but they can guide events if underlying 
social forces are already moving in their direction. If, on the other 
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hand, they go against the social currents and try to impose some artifical 
intellectual strategy, the results aré disastrous for themselves and for 
those close by. d 


So far we have noticed, in brief, the nature, basic ТЕТЕ types 
and some important principles or social movements as they have been 
developed through empirical study by the non-Marxist Western Scholars. 
We have also noted the fundamentally different position taken by the 
Marxists on the subject. As the literature on social movement is still 
very inadequate we are usually not drawing any definitive conclusion in 
the present article. : 
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RACIAL PREJUDICE 
A PSYCHO—ANALYTICAL STUDY 


SARADINDU BANDOPADHYAY 


I 


The term ‘prejudice’ is defined by Krech and Crutchfield as referring 
*to attitudes and beliefes that serve to place the objects of the attitudes 
and beliefs at ап advantage or disadvantage." Ав a.specification of this 
general definition, the term “racial prejudice" is defined by them as 
referring **to attitudes and beliefs concerning any minority racial, ethnical, 
Or қанда! group that аге disadvantageous to the members of that 
group." 

А person or a group with a prejudice against a specific individual or 
* group tends to place the latter at a disadvantage in as many respects as he 
or it possibly can. It need mot always, for example, involve active 
aggression as prevailed in Hitlerite Germany against the Jews. Іп many 
cases (and perhaps most) it results in passive avoidance of the hated group 
by the prejudiced group or in the withdrawal of certain privileges (which 
are common to the rest of the dominant group) from the members of the 
hated group or in scarcely noticable discriminatory behaviour of all kinds. 
But what is common to all racial prejudice is the directiori of the belief or 
or the sign of the attitude. The net effect of these beliefs and attitudes is 
that the object of prejudice is placed at some disadvantage. Prejudiced 
group without affection, respect and intimacy, show little or no 
consideration, deny opportunities and fair treatment to the victims of 
their prejudice. Such is the story of the white and negro relationship in 
the U.S.A. and South Africa, as well as, the Jews and Christians. 


Prejudice makes a person blind and impairs his impartial observation 
and critical thinking. The prejudiced person also attempts, to justify his 
prejudice, bringing forward facts in its favour. But they are mostly 
rationalizations without reality basis. For example, white people used to 
believe that the coloured races differ from them in mental qualities because 
they differ in physical characteristics. Attempt is made to justify the 
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hostile attitude towards the Jews by pointing out that the Jews are 
shrewd, greedy, clannish and secretive. Тһе whites try to justify his 
attitude towards the Negro by saying that the Negro is sensuous, loud, 
irresponsible and given to gambling. 


П 


I shall discuss in this paper two instances of racial prejudice, namely, 
anti-semitism and untouchability prevalent in the Hindu Society. 


А complex fact like racial prejudice cannot be due to one factor, but 
is determined by various factors. In other words, it is overdetermined. 
In explaining racial prejudice one must take into account historical, 

.political, economic, cultural and religious factors. It is а result of the 
interplay of many such forces. But I shall not discuss about these except 
where absolutely necessary to substantiate my psycho-analytic explanation. . 
My paper is mainly concerned with unconscious psychic factors that play ` 
their part from behind the screen. Other historico-cultural and socio- 
economic factors are undoubtedly important ; but it is to be noted that 
such factors may be exploited in various ways by the unconscious : 
instinctual-impulses. Hence I have exclusively concentrated upon psychic 
factors, especially unconscious ones, which operate behind racial prejudice, 
keeping well in view the importance of the factors other than the psychic. 


ш 


Anti-Semitism 


Psycho-analysts who have dealt with anti-semitism have stressed the 
fact that the Christians consider the Jews uncanny beings, mysterious and 
terrifying, because they do not know their language, relation and customs, 
and because Jews are archaic representatives of a remote past.. To an 
anti-semite, Jews are not real people, but a kind of myth, embodying 
certain traits of characters. They betrayed and crucified, they are evil; 
they are money ; they are the enemies of christian civilization. In the 
eyes of the christian world, they are a people cursed by God and 
codemend to wander among the nations until the end-of time. __ 


For Jews the inevitable result of anti-semitism is to render them also 
Jew-conscious, i.e., self-conscious. The ties. of identification they had 
formed with fellow Jews strengthened. By being kept apart, their 
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peculiarities increase and become more conspicuous, Jews like ot 


- excluded minorities become nationalistic, sometimes even super-nationa 


tic. This, in turn, tends to fortify and increase xenophobia or the hat 
and fear of foreigners in the majority group and creates à vicious cil 
that is difficult to break, 


Anti-semitism, however, has various aspects. There are mi 
gradations of anti-semitism ranging from that of Gentiles who 
indifferent to Jews, or even quite friendly with them to that shown 
fanatical haters of Jews, who entertain ‘delusional’ beliefs about th 
and even act criminally against them. There is at any rate agr 
number of latent or potential anti-semites whose anti-Jewish feeli: 


may develop under special circumstances. General and analy 


experience shows that there are people with anti-Jewish feelings v 
have never met a Jew in their life, but have been influenced 
some derogatory remarks made by others. The major form of t 
fact is aggression in its various shades, varying from irony 
watchful distrust to violent hatred and killing. In fact, the Je 
serve as scapegoat for the expression of pent up aggression of : 
anti-Jews. : 


Freud in his book, “Moses and Monotheism” had made so 
valuable suggestions concerning the distressing and socially import: 
problem of anti-semitism. Не had said: “A whole series of reas 
can be divided ; some of them which need no interpretation, arise fr 
obvious considerations ; others lie deeper and spring from secret sour 
which one would regard as the specific motives". Under thefirst gro 
he included the following reasons. i 


1. А strong ground of anti-semitism is, for example, the circun 
tance that Jews mostly live in a minority among other peoples. Sii 
the feeling of solidarity of the masses in order to be complete has ne 
ofan animosity against an outside minority, the numerical weakness 
the minority Jews invites suppression. 


2. Secondly, it is that the Jews defy oppression, that even 1 
most cruel persecutions have not succeeded in exterminating them ; Ч 
the contrary, they show a capacity for holding their own in practi 
life and, where, they are admitted, they make valuable: contributions 
the surrounding civilization. | 4 

The deeper motives. of anti-semitism that lave their roots in t 
unconscious; are the following, according to Freud. 
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3.. The Jews evoked jealousy in the other peoples by maintaining 
that they were the first-born, favourite child of God the Father. Sibling 
rivalry occuring here in racial relations. 


4. Thecustom of circumcision prevalent among the Jews marked 
them off from other people and inspired in their mind hostility and 
dread. The explanation probably is that it reminds them of the dreaded 
universal castration idea which they would prefer to forget. 


5. The Christians regard the Jews as murderers of Christ. 
According to Freud, by loving and deifying Jesus the Christians feel 
relieved of the guilt feelings common to all mankind, which arise from 
unconscious death wishes against one's own father. Jews who refuse 
to recognise Christ as God appear to the Christians as unconscious | 
reactions. According to him,-the identification of the Jews with the 
possession of money has led to the notion that the Jews are not only 
tle leading capitalists but the inventors of capitalism. The money 
grabbing character of the Jews and the Christian hatred for it is well 
depicted in Shakespeare's drama, The ‘Merchant of Venice’ where 
‘Shylock, a Jew, is represented as a money-lender and Antonio, a 
Christian borrower and a victim of the inhuman cruelty of the Jew. 
The importance of the Jewish people's lust for money in the anti- 
semitism thus is very great. They have been considered as the usurers ` 
and cheaters per excellence from olden days.. 


IV . 
Untouchability 


Race prejudice in a different form is menacingly present in our 
country also.. I mean the institution of casteism and -its adjunct 
untouchability prevalent in the Hindu Society. Caste system was , 
introduced in ancient India with the good intention of increasing social 
efficiency on the basis of division of labour. This is indicated by its 
name, Varuadharma. But it gradually degenerated into casteism and 
untouchability. Неге as elsewhere the same unconscious sibling rivalry 
has silently played its part in generating the social vice of hatred among 
socialgroups. The psychological basis of untouchability is an emotive 
one, and it is the hatred for the younger sibling on the part of the 
elder one. 

Sibling rivalry plays inportant part in child's mental development: 
The arrival of a new baby naturally provokes intense jealousy in the elder. 
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child ; a child's entire life 1s canis by it. The new arrival usually has 
priority for the mother's attention. - Children are not joking when they 
ask whether the parents can't give the baby back. · Whereas older 
children are: given to jealousy of younger children are usually envious of 
children. older who have many prerogatives and gain attention through 
their accomplishments. T : 

The emotional constellation of sibling rivalry is a universal 
phenomenon and as such it is unconsciously harboured by all men. 
Such universal unconscious impulses seek opportunity for outlet 
through substitute formation. Whenever any social factors appears to 
the unconscious as appropriate substitute, it is readily accepted and 
institutionalized. Such institutionalization provides opportunity to a 
group of people to gratify their common unconscious impulses. 

The prejudice of untouchability prevailing in the Hindu society is 
easily explained by the sibling rivalry concept. In line with this rivalry, 
the upper castes consider themselves as superior and sacred and look 
down upon the lower caste as inferior and even profane. Now the idea 
of untouchability is obviously irrational. > For there is no earthly reason 
to consider some peoples as sacred and others as profane. In this context, 
both the ideas of sacredness and profaneness are irrátional. And such 
irrational behaviour, as pointed out by Freud, originate from urconscious 
motives. Behaviour whether individual or social, if irrational, is thus 
scientifically explained by unconscious factor. 

The full implication of the untouchability prejudice can be made 
` clear by psycho-analytic method of symbol interpretation. The upper 
caste symbolizes the elder sibling and the lower caste younger sibling. 
The sacredness that attaches to the upper caste signifies the assumed 
superiority of the elder child, and the profaneness attributed to the lower - 
caste signifies the hatred of the elder child towards the younger one. 
Further in the Hindu Society, the upper caste peorle'debar the untouch- 
ables from entering into the temples of Gods. This signifies the elder 
child's wish and belief that he alone is closer to the parents to the 
exclusion of the younger child. Gods here signify parents. Тһе elder 
child due to sibling rivalry always seeks to keep at a bay the younger 
child from the parents. Не is jealous about sharing the love of the 
parents by the younger child. His sense of omnipotence makes him think 
that he alone is competent to enjoy the ündivided love and attention of 
the parents. These feelings connected with sibling rivalry are remarkably 
reflected in the attitude of the higher caste towards the untouchables in 
depriving them entry into the portals of God. 
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This prejudice is so deeply rooted in the unconscious of the upper 

- caste Hindus that Gandhiji’s life long struggle against untouchablity has: 
not melted or softened the heart of the upper caste Hindus towards the 
so-called untouchables in spite of their being rechristened as Harijans 
(Peoples of God). Great men like Swami Vivekananda before Gandhiji 
had pleaded for the upliftment of the downtroddens and had appealed to 
the higher castes to consider the cobbler, the sweeper, etc., as brothers, 
but to no effect. This is due to the fact that the root of the prejudice lies. 
in the unconscious and the unconscious is by nature logic tight. 


This is one of the psycho-dynamics operative behind racial prejudice 
of different forms prevailing in different parts of the world. 


^ 
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|. THE LAST BANALATA SEN 
MUKUL SHARMA 


Yet, as always, along, Iremain >» 

wandering into strange centuries again and again 
with the same southsea fatigue К 

. lingering at the outer limits of my feet 

and shores of dense, dark seas 

mangled by now into meaningless memories | 

of empires derelict as dust 

forming time's greatest oddities 

Where my lifeblood has шше, with seafoam 

in uncanny cities. | 
But also as I beheld, I held the | promise 

of two moments of peace then 

in the arms of my sometime, smalltown Barialata Sen. 


Whose hair in deep glades like a dark shade cascades 
and calls. On whose lips my name ) 
like dewdrops on grasstips, leeps and falls : _ 
Like the shadowed shape of a hull broken boat 
that has raced to the core of an island place 

to rest its crew, so for your half remembered, 
pristine, sculptured face . 
long have I raced and grown restless for you. 
Restless for you to fold me in your ken | 
for peace comes only when we nightmeet again. 
Winged-eyed, undisguised, Banalata Sen. : 


And at last when the golden bird 
. with its evening ы 
together vanish into the return of firefly mist 

and fables replace the meaning of twilight - 
with darkness, earth stops. I watch 
. the transactions of all rivers come faltering 
to an incomplete end ; 

face unfurled in my fairytale world” 

without my Banalata Sen. 


2200 hrs 


. DETAILS FROM THE DIARY OF A 
DATA PROCESSOR 


At the last informal gathering 


‚ as we lounged, swathed and swaying 


' а Nietzschean concept unexpectedly arose 


2300 hrs 


0000 hrs 


and stammered. 

We were worried for we were suddenly alone. 
Twelve floors down 

at 10.15 . 

my driver fell asleep. 

on his rexine throne— 

the steering wheel of my Mercedes-Benz 

in а no-parking zone. 


But the brave still persisted 

with rapid digressions into macro-economics 
and the effects of aftershave on impotency 
although a buzzing 

from the ends of the room ` 

had not only sealed off all the exits 

but had heralded the coming 

of the first few mispronounced words 

like business and pleasure and forever. 


Yet now honey, to this freewheeling 


. rocking lullabye 


0100 hrs 


0200 hrs 


that just divides some people into twos, 

I gyrate, . 

Between your lashing thighs 

while you accents play with midnight eyes 
and I am your short dark partner. 

(When she asks ; 

where have you been all night and more ? 
ГИ say mother your sari smells of rice.) 


Then my driver dreams on. 
High on his astral plane he sits 
watching through walls. 

Slices of life . 


` and metals going Беер 


keep 

him company. 

As he droops further on the gear it scems 
he's praying to the international business machines. 


I think of drinks then of dark Molotov cocktails 


‘and burning things like wick and fuse 


but the smell of teargas fills the room. 


LOST : HOPES AND DREAMS 
SUMITA CHATTERJEE { ' 


The unexpected has happened— 

First the shattering silence, 

Then fumbling hands and throbbing heart-beats 
Give way to mumbling whispers; ` 

Back in the streets. : 

The smell of disinfectant still haunts ; 

He walks past— J 
And hails the passing taxi in a too loud voice. | 
She gropes forward— 

Her arms heavy.now 
Yet they had seen light before. 
The little one dozes— 

‚ Her dimpling cheeks now pale— 
The once active form now stilled into sheer exhaustion. 
Both the man and the woman 
Had woven 
Woven bits of coloured hopes and pink dreams 
Into a future. 

It is now shattered— 

Like a burning glass lamp crashed to a thousand pieces— 
They lie now ; 

Bits of coloured hopes and pink dreams. 

Every sleepless night they try 

Collecting hopes and dreams 

So that they fall back into place 

But the void remains 

The centre of their circle of dreams is lost. 


-RELIVING HAMLET 
TAPAN KUMAR GHOSH 


Off and on while keeping myself 
Tied with the rope— 

The short span covering the: roof: 
As well as the ground, . 

I feel in myself 

The Hamlet breathing a deep sigh. 


*To be or not to be' still the question's 
Throbbing in my failing 

To do justice to the world. 

World! thy own chastity is deflowered 

By some power unheeding ; 

And ‘now could I drink not blood !’ 

The beauties lie before me ) 

And now could I defile all the beauteous things. 
But ‘conscience does make cowards 

Of us all’ and feel I tired myself 

With ; retards my driving | 

The restless life and the ephemeral. 

Cage unlatches its postern in this vale of tears. 
And oh the Redeeming Angel, redeem | 

This time and sing the eternal hymn. 
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BOOK REVIEW ` 


Reading for Pleasure by Sasi Bhusan Das Roy & Roy Co (30/15 Selimpur 
Rd. Cal. 31) Paperback Rs. 25/- ; Hardbound Rs. 40/-, pp. 225. 


This is the sixth book of Mr S. B. Das. All the previous ones have. 
been reviewed in this journal. There is no pretension to scholarship in 
this book as in the previous ones. Frankly, the book is intended purely 
for the common readers of all classes for their pleasure and they will 
derive a lot of pleasure from the variety of articles of the book that covers 
a wide range of subjects and topics, short and long. An idea of the variety 
of the topics can be had from the following :— Bertrand; Russell and the 
World Peace, Bachelor— His Life and Thought, Chunar Fort, etc. Two 
articles deal with the love affairs of. Keats and Fanny Brawne and Robert 
Browing and Elizabeth Barrett. In a few articles the author deals with 
the funny and fantastic answers of the candidates in their B. A. Exam. 
(English) Ina short article the author deals with the ait of writing and 
in another with training youths in creative thinking. . There are a few 
articles connected with T. S. Eliot—Eliot's Sojourn into the Land of 
Arjuna, Eliot and Vaisnava Padavalis, and Eliot and Wilfred Owen. ОҒ 
these the first deals with the influence of the Bhagvad-Gita on Eliot. The 
God that is Our Subconscious shows how we can mould our character and 
achieve creative thoughts with the help our subconscious mind and there 
are two other articles dealing with the eccentricities and mannerisms in 
the characters of writer and great men and men of genius; These are sure 
to provoke laughter of the common readers. Іп one article the author 
vehemently defends Tagore and Owen from the ungenerous attacks on 
them by W. B. Yeats in'the wilderness of his senility.” Bachelor and His 
Life and Thought will delight not only those who are not bachelors but 
also those who аге, as the latter will see, as in a mirror,itheir own selves 
reflected. As an-erstwhile teacher in a college, the author has not failed 
to make a satirical glance at the politician teachers who flourish all the 
more in modern times in all educational institutions. In his reminiscences 
the writter gives the readers two snapshots of Sri P. C. Ray and 
Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee. Some articles deal with the defence cf 
English and some English expressions which were reported as incorrect in 
the local English and Bengali dailies. One article is a trenchant criticism 
of UGC's Plan of Exam. Reform and Autonomy for colleges. There 
ate altogether more than twenty-five articles all of which are sure to 
provide the common readers with delight as they may read them in their 
train journeys or in their common or drawing rooms. The pleasure they 
will get will be more than the worth of the price of the book. 


Dr H. K. DeChoudhury 
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Idare not use my Editor's blue pencil after coming across this 


piece of writing by Mukanda Das. I considered nothing in this issue. 
Some thing will be considered in the next. 


—Salil Dutt. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE FOR DISTRIBUTION OF UNIVERSITY `` 
HOLIDAYS IN 1981 AND SUBSEQUENT. YEARS 
. HELD ON 12. 12. 1980 IN- THE . ` 
SYNDICATE ROOM 


Present | 4 
The Vice-Chancellor | — Chairman i 
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Academic) 
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor (A.B. & Е.) 
The Secretary, Autonomous Students' Union I 


-do- -do- c п: 
-do- -do- Ш ` 
-do- -do- IV ^ 


The General Secretary, C.U.-Students’ Union i 
The President, C.U. Supervisory Staff Association · 
The Secretary, | .. -do- -do- : 
The Secretary, C.U. Teachers’ Association 

The President, C.U. Employees’ Association (1) 


The Secretary, -do- : (1) 
The President, -do- (D . 
The Secretary, -do- D > 


Prof. S. B. Bhattacharyya 

Dr. Asish Ray 

Sri Basudeb Barman 

The Controller of Examinations 
The Secretary, U.C.A.C. 

The Secretary, U.C.S.T.A. 

The Deputy Resistrar | | 
The Registrar —Converner 


It was resolved that in 1981 the work ofthe University shall be 
carried on the basis of 5 days a week with Saturdays and Sundays as 
holidays and the following days shall be declared as holidays :— 

New Year's Day is 2. spite 1 

Sree Panchami T Sox 1 

Netaji's Birthday ET Sea 1 
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Шр “eR e 1] M Mm .. 125 әуе ме өз. ж 


^ University Foundation Day ~~ 2; 
Republic Day 
Fateha Dwaz Daham 
Doljatra res 
Good Friday 
Bengali New Year’s Day ies 
May Day $us "m 
Rabindranath's Birthday ves 
Sir Asutosh Day ee sva 
Independence Day 
Gandhiji's Birthday 
Mahalaya 
Durga Puja 
- Id-uz-zoha 
Kali Puja 
` Bhratridwitia 
Mohorrum 
Guru Nanaka's Birthday 
Christmas Day 


M 
ка ка ма ҡа һа ға С) кә к ка же ке mA кі ка ка 


| Total: 31 days А 
(Total31 days including Sundays and. Saturdays, if any, which | 
might happen to coincide with the.above holidays). . 


2. It was resolved that the working of the above pattern of 
holidays shall be reviewd after one year. 


3. That the teaching in different departments of the University, ` 
where necessary, shall be arranged оп Saturdays with the help of | 
skeleton staff. Such number of non-teaching staff who will work on 
Saturdays shall earn compensatory leave for one day for each Saturday 
on which he may work. Such compensatory leave shal) ordinarily 
accumulate for a period not exceeding 15 days and shall have to be 
utilised by the concerned employee during the calendar year. Such 
compensatory leave may be taken by an employee by affixing the same 
with the Puja holidays. 

4. Shri S. Guhathakurta, Secretary, Calcutta University 
Employeés’ Association dissented to the proposal. 


Attested ( P. K. Mukerjee ) 
Vice-Chancellor | Registrar 


12. 12. 80 12. 12. 80 


